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INTRODUCTION

Our historic environment is 
the legacy of past generations 
who have left their mark on the 
landscape. It is a precious and 
finite resource available to present 
generations, and with appropriate 
management, to future generations.

Historic Environment 
Division (HED), Department for 
Communities, records, protects, 
conserves and promotes Northern 
Ireland’s built historic environment, 
and in the course of its work to fulfil 
these responsibilities it has gathered 
a great deal of information. 

The Historic Environment Record 
of Northern Ireland (HERoNI) is 
where this information is stored and 
organised, and it is accessible to 
members of the public. 

WHAT IS THE HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT RECORD  
OF NORTHERN IRELAND?

The Historic Environment Record of 
Northern Ireland (HERoNI), formerly 
known as the National Monuments 
and Buildings Record for Northern 
Ireland (NMBR NI), holds a vast 
quantity of information about the 
past, much of it produced through 
fieldwork, excavation and research 

HERoNI’s search room is available to members of the public 
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over many years. This is constantly 
being updated and extended, and 
it embraces various aspects of our 
built heritage – archaeological sites 
and monuments, historic buildings, 
industrial, maritime and wartime 
sites, as well as parks, gardens 
and demesnes.

The information held by HERoNI 
consists of written records, 
photographs, maps and original 
drawings, together with an 
extensive library of books and 
journals specialising in heritage-
related subjects.

This valuable resource is a public 
record available for anyone to 
consult, and its user-friendly 
databases and map viewer  
are accessible via the internet.

For those who choose to  
delve more deeply HERoNI  
also keeps records relating to 
the management, conservation, 
excavation and history of a  
large number of heritage sites.

Whether you are a professional 
researcher, a student, or someone 
who is interested in finding out 
more about your local surroundings, 
HERoNI is here to help.

The Klondyke Building, Belfast, which was part of the old gasworks, now houses HERoNI
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WHAT IS ACCESSIBLE IN THE 
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD 
OF NORTHERN IRELAND?

HERoNI has information about many 
of the man-made structures and 
features of interest left behind in the 
landscape by past generations.

This wide-ranging body of material 
has been grouped into a number of 
individual records, each focusing on 
a particular aspect of our heritage:

• The Northern Ireland Sites 
and Monuments Record 
(NISMR) 

• The Excavations Record

• The Historic Buildings  
Record (HBR)

• The Industrial Heritage 
Record (IHR)

• The Defence Heritage  
Record (DHR)

• The Historic Parks, Gardens 
and Demesnes Record

• The Maritime Record 

Further records are in the  
process of being developed,  
such as historic graveyards,  
and agricultural, recreational  
and battlefield sites.

In addition, HERoNI has acquired 
a number of important and 
interesting collections, particularly 
of drawings and photographs. 
These include works by some of 
Northern Ireland’s most notable 
architects, stained glass designers, 
historians and archaeologists.

HERoNI is a living record that 
continues to grow as day-to-
day work is being carried out 
by professional archaeologists, 
architects and dedicated 
volunteers. It is also adding to its 
collections with the help of public 
bodies, private companies and 
individuals. 

Original elevation drawing for the Methodist 

Church, Donegall Road, Belfast (HERoNI 

Drawings Collection) 
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THE NORTHERN IRELAND SITES  
AND MONUMENTS RECORD (NISMR)

HERoNI retains information on 
around 17,000 archaeological 
sites and monuments, and this 
record is updated as new sites 
are discovered and existing ones 
explored. Typical site types are 
ancient settlements, burials, castles 
and churches, and a proportion of 
these survive only as buried remains 
below ground. 

As well as providing searchable 
online databases with descriptions 
and map locations HERoNI maintains 
a large archive of documents, photos 
and drawings relating to many of 
these archaeological features.

Kinbane Castle, Co. Antrim, during conservation 

work (HERoNI Photographic Collection).

Plan of Doey’s Cairn (Court Tomb), Co. Antrim 

(HERoNI `Drawings Collection)

Slidderyford Dolmen (Portal Tomb), Co. Down (HERoNI Photographic Collection)
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THE EXCAVATIONS RECORD

HERoNI obtains copies of 
final reports for every licensed 
archaeological excavation being 
undertaken throughout Northern 
Ireland. This means that it 
has a complete record of the 
archaeological investigations that 
have taken place here over many 
years. An exciting new development 
has been the creation of a digital 
map-based record, plotting the 
locations of more than 2,600 
excavations across Northern Ireland. A decorated bone comb found during 

excavation at Drumclay Crannog, Co. 

Fermanagh (HERoNI Photographic Collection)

Excavation at Drumclay Crannog, Co. Fermanagh (HERoNI Photographic Collection)
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THE HISTORIC BUILDINGS RECORD 
(HBR) 

More than 9,000 buildings and 
structures of special or historic 
interest are included in HERoNI’s 
Historic Buildings Record, and most 
have been protected by Listing. 

Descriptions of houses, churches 
and public buildings, as well as 
other features, such as fountains 
and telephone kiosks, are available  
to view online. A large number of 

photographs in HERoNI’s archive 
provide fascinating glimpses of 
many of these buildings at various 
times in their history. 

Specialised surveys, for example of 
thatched buildings and water pumps 
in Northern Ireland, form another 
facet of HERoNI’s Historic Buildings 
Record, as do the original drawings 
by architects John MacGeagh, Philip 
Bell, Robert McKinstry and others in 
our special collections. 

Thatched house, Killadeas, Co. Fermanagh (HERoNI Photographic Collection)
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Top Left: Doorway of Marlacoo House, 

Portadown, Co. Armagh (HERoNI 

Photographic Collection)

Top Right: Carved detail on the doorway of 

McArthur Hall, Methodist College, Belfast 

(HERoNI Photographic Collection)

Bottom Left: Village pump, the Rock, 

near Cookstown, Co. Tyrone (HERoNI 

Photographic Collection)
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THE INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE RECORD 
(IHR)

Northern Ireland has a rich industrial 
past, notably in linen manufacture 
and ship-building. The Industrial 
Heritage Record is map-based, 
highlighting the locations of around 
16,000 industry-related sites. These 
include mills and factories, harbour 
and mineral extraction works, and 
canal and rail networks.

Complementing the record is the 
McCutcheon Archive, a special 
collection consisting of 27,000 
photos, notes and documents 
produced during an ambitious 
survey of Northern Ireland’s industrial 
sites made during the 1960s and 
1970s. This is especially valuable 
as it preserves information about 
industrial monuments and practices 
that have long since disappeared.

The wheel of a flax mill at Brackagh Slieve 

Gallion, Co. Londonderry (McCutcheon 

Collection)

A worker at Joseph Orr & Sons linen mill, 

Tullymore Etra, Co Armagh (McCutcheon 

Collection)
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THE DEFENCE HERITAGE RECORD 
(DHR)

The 20th century was a significant 
period in our history, spanning two 
World Wars and the later Cold 
War. The DHR has its origins in the 
Defence Heritage Project set up in 
1997 to record wartime monuments, 
such as training trenches, pill-boxes, 

gun and search-light emplacements, 
air-raid shelters, air-fields, and naval 
and flying-boat bases. An exciting 
new project commenced in 2020 
to survey all known DHR sites in 
Northern Ireland. Their locations 
and associated site reports can  
be viewed on HERoNI’s online  
map-viewer. 

Top image: Bennarees Radar Station, Co. 

Londonderry (HERoNI Photographic Collection)

Right: Inside a World War II pill-box, Knock, 

Co. Armagh (HERoNI Photographic Collection) 
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THE HISTORIC PARKS, GARDENS 
AND DEMESNES RECORD

Parks, gardens and demesnes 
have featured prominently in the 
landscape of Northern Ireland for 
more than three centuries, and 
those that are open to the public 
are still visited and enjoyed by 
many people today. Over 700 
parks, gardens and demesnes 
have been added to HERoNI’s 
record, some of these being  
public cemeteries and civic parks.

Those considered to be of special 
historic interest have been included 
in HERoNI’s Register of Parks, 
Gardens and Demesnes, which 
provides more detailed descriptions 
and historical background. Further 
sites may be added to the record, 
and to the Register, as research 
and fieldwork bring them to light. 
The Register is available online for 
consultation. 

The Historic Parks, Gardens and 
Demesnes Record can be consulted 
by visiting HERoNI’s public search 
room. The locations of the sites can 
be seen on our online map viewer. 

A fountain in the gardens at Castlewellan Castle, 

Co. Down (HERoNI Photographic Collection) 

The South Avenue, Springhill, Co. Londonderry 

(HERoNI Photographic Collection)
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The remains of wooden boats in Whiteabbey Bay, 

Co. Antrim (HERoNI Photographic Collection)

Excavating a large metal pan used for salt-

making, Ballycastle, Co. Antrim (HERoNI 

Photographic Collection)

THE MARITIME RECORD

Many man-made features 
along our coastline reflect past 
interaction with the sea, and these 
have been a focus of survey and 
research in recent years. Examples 
of the types of sites found here 
range from shipwrecks, fish-traps 
and tide-mills to harbours, ice-
houses, salt works, boat shelters 
and kelp kilns. Many are connected 
with local maritime industries, 
typically fishing, kelp-burning and 
salt production, as well as with 
trade and transport.

The results of surveys made along 
targeted parts of the coastline form 
the core of HERoNI’s Maritime 
Record, and the locations of recorded 
maritime heritage sites, including 
shipwrecks, can be seen on our 
online map viewer. Site descriptions 
can also be viewed via the Northern 
Ireland Sites and Monuments Record 
(NISMR) online database.

Some of HERoNI’s special 
collections are maritime in theme, 
for example, the Madill Archive 
contains photographs of fishing 
boats found around the north 
coast of Ireland.  
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HERITAGE RECORDS IN 
DEVELOPMENT

HED staff are currently working 
to compile records relating to 
agricultural sites, sports and 
recreation grounds, graveyards, 
vernacular architecture and 
battlefields, although these are still 
in the early stages of development. 
Some sites have been mapped 
and can be identified on HERoNI’s 
online map viewer; others may be 
available for consultation through 
HERoNI’s search room. 

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTION

HERoNI’s extensive photographic 
collection has over a million slides, 
prints, negatives and digital images. 
Photos have been taken during 
survey, excavation, conservation 
and research over decades, 
and they cover all aspects of the 
heritage recorded by HED: historic 
monuments and buildings, industrial, 
wartime and maritime sites, and 
parks, gardens and demesnes. 

Within this general archive are a 
number of smaller but significant 
photographic collections, including:

• The McCutcheon Collection, 
which contains thousands of 
black and white photos from 
a survey of industrial sites in 
Northern Ireland, conducted 
during the 1960s and 1970s.

• The J.K.S. St. Joseph 
Collection, consisting of almost 
1,000 aerial photographs of 
Northern Ireland, taken at 
different times between 1951 
and 1973. These are copies 
from part of a much larger St. 
Joseph collection held by the 
University of Cambridge.

• The Richard Clarke Collection 
of photographs compiled 
during work for his Gravestone 
Inscriptions publications. 

• Various collections of 
architectural photographs, 
such as John Seeds’ photos 
of Georgian buildings, taken in 
the 1930s and 1940s; the Sir 
Charles Brett Collection; the 
James Stevens Curl Collection; 
the Ulster Architectural Heritage 
Society Collection; and the 
Crozier Collection (which 
contains glass plate negatives). 
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An aerial view of Rathtrillick multivallate rath, Co. Armagh (HERoNI J.K.S. St. Joseph Collection)

Gosford Castle, County Armagh. (HERoNI photographic Collecion) 
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THE DRAWINGS COLLECTION

HERoNI has over 50,000 drawings 
of various types, for example, 
formal surveys of monuments or 
buildings, sketches made during 
field visits, detailed drawings of 
objects found during excavations, 

and illustrations recreating how sites 
might have looked and functioned 
in the past. All are of value in 
helping to preserve a unique and 
accurate record of our fragile 
heritage, and of the observations 
made by those studying it.

HED’s surveyor, James Patience recording 

Kilbroney Church, Co. Down (HERoNI 

Photographic Collection)

Reconstruction drawing showing how 

Newtownstewart Castle, Co. Tyrone, might have 

looked in the 17th century (HERoNI Drawings 

Collection) 

Interior plan of St Anne’s Cathedral Belfast. 

Dated 1923, John MacGeagh Collection. 

Drawing of a portion of the iron gates (originally 

from Richhill Castle, Co. Armagh) at the 

entrance to Hillsborough Castle, Co. Down 

(HERoNI Drawings Collection) 
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Some of the highlights of HERoNI’s 
collections are its original drawings 
by important local architects Robert 
McKinstry (perhaps best-known 
for his work on the Grand Opera 
House, Belfast), John MacGeagh 
(designer of the Whitla Hall, Q.U.B.) 
and G.P. Bell (a pioneer of the 
Modern Movement in Ulster). 

HERoNI’s drawings of various 
public buildings from the files of  
the Ministry of Finance Board 

of Works date to between 1923 
and 1952 and include National 
Schools, post-offices and hospitals 
involving the Ministry’s architects. 
There are also numerous drawings 
from The Belfast Education and 
Library Board. 

A large collection of original 
designs made for stained glass 
windows by the Belfast firm, W. F. 
Clokey, is highly prized, both for its 
historical and its artistic value. 

W.F. Clokey design for a window for St. 

Bartholomew’s Church of Ireland, Stranmillis 

Rd., Belfast (HERoNI Clokey Collection)

The finished stained glass window to Clokeys 

design, St Bartholomew’s Church, Belfast 

(HERoNI Photographic Collection)
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL ARTEFACT 
COLLECTION

HED and its predecessors have 
been responsible for many of 
Northern Irelands most notable 
archaeological excavations. 
The associated finds, drawings, 
notebooks and environmental 
samples are a major collection 
under the care of HED. Such 
excavations include, Navan Fort, 
Co. Armagh, Creggandevesky 
Court Tomb, Co. Tyrone, Deer  
Park Farms Raised Rath,  
Co. Antrim, Ballywee Early  
Christian Settlement, Co. Antrim, 
Greencastle, Co. Down and

Kiltierney Passage Tomb, Co. 
Fermanagh. While many of the  
finds are on display in museums 
and heritage centres across 
Northern Ireland the collection 
holds some thousands of artefacts 
including pottery, flint, bone and 
wooden tools, glass beads, 
glassware, bog butter, pottery, 
log boats, carved stone. Some 
human skeletal remains recovered 
from excavation are also held in 
the collection.  The collection is 
available to consult for academic 
research via appointment and a list 
of the sites for which archives are 
held is available upon request. 

Glass beads from Deer Park Farms, Co. Antrim 

(HERoNI Photographic Collection)

Ringed pin found during excavation at Deer 

Park Farms, Co. Antrim (HERoNI Photographic 

Collection)
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Flints from the excavation at Creggandevesky 

Court Tomb, Co. Tyrone (HERoNI Photographic 

Collection)

Drawing of a key found at Dungiven Priory when 

it was excavated in 1982 (HERoNI Drawings 

Collection)

Bone comb from excavation at Scotch Street Armagh (HERoNI Photographic Collection)
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HOW CAN INFORMATION IN THE 
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD OF 
NORTHERN IRELAND BE ACCESSED?

Information in HERoNI is stored 
in both physical and digital form. 
Documentary and photographic 
material can be consulted by 
appointment at our office, digital 
databases are available online via 
our website (see below). 

HERoNI is staffed by professional 
archaeologists and architectural 
historians who can offer advice 
and help to interpret the specialist 
information within the record.

Access to HERoNI is free of charge 
for personal research, however 
search fees may be charged for 
handling more complex enquiries, 
and for those undertaken for 
commercial purposes. 

ONLINE DATABASES

Our online facilities are free to use 
and you do not have to register to 
access them.

THE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT MAP 
VIEWER

This online map of Northern Ireland 
allows the user to search, browse, 
or navigate to a particular area  
to explore the local heritage. 

Datasets on the map viewer 
include sites and monuments, 
historic buildings, industrial 
heritage, historic parks and 
gardens, battle sites, defence 
structures, archaeological 
investigations and shipwreck sites. 

By clicking on a specific site 
you can view a ‘pop‐up’ which 
provides a brief description.  
Users can also access historical 
six‐inch Ordnance Survey map 
editions, contemporary OSNI  
maps and orthophotography  
(aerial photography). 

The map viewer is accessible by 
following the links from HERoNI’s 
webpage, and a user guide is 
provided to help you.

THE NORTHERN IRELAND SITES AND 
MONUMENTS RECORD DATABASE 
(NISMR)

Information about Northern 
Ireland’s archaeological sites 
and monuments is also available 
online. The NISMR database 
permits searches by townland, 
site name or type and generally 
provides a description, a 
bibliography and an image gallery, 
with links to pdf scans of the 
paper files in HERoNI’s archive.



21

THE NORTHERN IRELAND 
BUILDINGS DATABASE

The Buildings Database contains 
records of buildings that have 
been considered to be of 
sufficient architectural or historic 
interest to merit a survey, and 
most, though not all, have been 
Listed. Descriptions are available 
for around 70% of the Listed 
buildings. As with HERoNI’s other 
databases this can be accessed 
via HERoNI’s webpage. 

DIGITAL DATASETS 

Historic Environment Division 
datasets are available for download 
through the Open Data NI Portal, 
and these datasets exist for many 
of the historic environment records. 

LIBRARY

HERoNI’s library holds over  
10,000 books, with a large 
collection of local journals and 
articles covering all aspects of the 
historic environment, many of which 
are not readily available elsewhere. 
Assembled to facilitate the work of 
HED and its predecessors since the 
1960s, it also includes a number of 
donated collections, notably the

Dr. Ann Hamlin bequest. The library 
catalogue can be viewed through 
the NICS e-Library website, and 
an appointment can be made to 
consult the collection. 

https://nigl.ent.sirsidynix.net.
uk/client/en_GB/default

DO YOU KNOW OF OTHER HERITAGE 
SITES?

Perhaps you know of a heritage 
site or monument that has never 
been brought to our attention 
and is not recorded on HERoNI’s 
map viewer? You can help us by 
informing HERoNI at the contact 
details below. 

DEPOSITING SPECIALIST 
COLLECTIONS. 

We are constantly developing 
the HERoNI collections, which 
complement the various historic 
environment records. If you think 
that you might have a collection of 
interest – whether it be photographic, 
architectural or survey-related, please 
contact HERoNI to discuss it with us. 
Recent deposits have included plans 
from architectural firms, stained glass 
designs and photographic surveys. 

https://nigl.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/default
https://nigl.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/default
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CONTACT US 

A24 Orm
eau Rd

Ormeau Business Park

Cromac Place

Klondyke 
Building

Email: HERoNI@communities- 
ni.gov.uk

Phone: 028 9056 9701

Website: Historic Environment 
Record of Northern Ireland (HERoNI) 
| Department for Communities

https://www.communities-ni.gov.
uk/topics/historic-environment/
historic-environment-record-
northern-ireland-heroni

APPOINTMENTS CAN BE MADE TO 
VISIT OUR SEARCH ROOM AT:

Historic Environment Record of 
Northern Ireland

Klondyke Building 

Cromac Avenue 

Gasworks Business Park

Belfast, BT7 2JA

OPENING TIMES:

Monday to Friday

9.30am - 1pm; and 2pm - 4.30pm 
(by appointment)

Please contact us before visiting 
for advice on availability of archives

Requests for information can also  
be submitted in writing, by email  
or phone.

COPYRIGHT, PHOTOGRAPHIC 
REPRODUCTIONS AND 
PHOTOCOPYING
• The Department holds copyright 

on much of the material in the 
HERoNI, under delegation from 
The Stationary Office (TSO), and 
specific written authority must 
be sought to reproduce, publish 
or exhibit it.

• Copyright fees are usually 
levied, but may be waived 
if the material is to be used 
for educational or non-profit 
making purposes.

• Copies of photographs, 
transparencies, drawings or 
text can be supplied on request 
subject to copyright restrictions. 
Request forms, copyright forms 
and information on costs are 
available from HERoNI staff.

mailto:HERoNI%40communities-ni.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:HERoNI%40communities-ni.gov.uk?subject=
tel:+028 9056 9701
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/historic-environment/historic-environment-record-northern-i
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/historic-environment/historic-environment-record-northern-i
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/historic-environment/historic-environment-record-northern-i
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/historic-environment/historic-environment-record-northern-ireland-heroni
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/historic-environment/historic-environment-record-northern-ireland-heroni
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/historic-environment/historic-environment-record-northern-ireland-heroni
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/historic-environment/historic-environment-record-northern-ireland-heroni
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Top left: Elevation drawing of the Grand Opera 

House Belfast. (Robert McKinstry Collection) 

Right: Stained glass cartoon, a full scale drawing  

used for designing stained glass windows. This 

cartoon is 6ft tall and from the Clokey Collection. 

Bottom left: Plan of Millin Bay Cairn Co. Down, 

Illustrated by Dudley Waterman 1953. (HERoNI’s 

Drawings Collection) 
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To help communities to enjoy and realise  
the value of the historic environment.

Historic Environment Record of Northern Ireland (HERoNI)
Ground floor
Klondyke Building,
Cromac Avenue,
Gasworks Business Park
Belfast
BT2 7JA

Tel: 028 9056 9701 
Email: HERoNI@communities-ni.gov.uk
Web: https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/historic-environment/ 
historic-environment-record-northern-ireland-heroni

tel:+028 9056 9701
mailto:HERoNI%40communities-ni.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/historic-environment/historic-environment-record-northern-ireland-heroni
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/historic-environment/historic-environment-record-northern-ireland-heroni



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		3068 - HERoNI brochure A5.pdf




		Report created by: 

		Rory Nixon

		Organization: 

		




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 10

		Passed: 20

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Skipped		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Skipped		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Skipped		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Skipped		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Skipped		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Skipped		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


