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This is the thirteenth annual Family Resources Survey Urban Rural report providing information on a wide range of household circumstances by
Urban Rural classifications (Belfast City, Urban and Rural) in Northern Ireland. It is a secondary analysis of the Family Resources Survey Northern
Ireland 2014/15. This annual report provides an analysis of data collected during the period April 2014 to the end of March 2015.

Household Income & State Support

Direct Payment Account

Home Owned Outright

2002/03

2014/15

Belfast City had the highest income from
employment and self employment making up
71p of every £1 of gross household income.

Households in Rural areas reported the
highest percentage of accommodation
owned outright at 46%.

The percentage of households holding a
direct payment account (current, basic and
savings) has shown an overall increase over
the time series in all areas.

Occupation & Employment

Household Characteristics

Deprivation Levels

Three fifths of adults in Rural areas are in
employment; the highest across the three
areas.

Rural areas have the highest
proportion of households with
children at 37%.

The level of material deprivation in each
of the 9 indicators was higher in Belfast
City than the Northern Ireland average.
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This report contains tables that are derived from the Family Resources Survey (FRS) Northern Ireland 2014/15
datasets. The primary purpose of the FRS is to provide the Department for Communities (DFC) with data to
inform the development, monitoring and evaluation of social welfare policy. The tables which accompany this
report bring together information already published in the main FRS and Households below Average Income
reports for 2014-15.
Households, benefit units and individuals
Results in this report are presented at household, family/benefit unit or individual level depending on context.
Household
One person living alone or a group of people (not
necessarily related) living at the same address who
share cooking facilities and share a living room,
sitting room, or dining area. A household will
consist of one or more benefit units/families.

VS

Family or Benefit
Unit
A single adult or a
couple living as
married and any
dependent children

The annual FRS Urban Rural report includes secondary analysis of the FRS dataset. Up to 2013/14 analysis
was carried out using settlement classifications produced by the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research
Agency (NISRA) in 2005.
In 2015 NISRA reviewed these classifications and produced new recommendations that take account of
2011 census information. Previously statistics were published using Urban/Rural and East/West
breakdowns. With the introduction of the new 11 Local Government Districts and no official East/West
split this report provides a three-way breakdown using ‘Belfast City’, ‘other Urban’ and ‘Rural’. To
provide consistent historical data all time series tables have been revised using the 2015 classifications.
Full details of NISRA’s 2015 review of the Statistical Classification and Delineation of Settlements is available
here:http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/geography/review-of-the-statistical-classification-and-delineation-ofsettlements-march-2015.pdf
This report was published by Analytical Services Unit in The
Department for Communities
Contact: ASU@communities-ni.gov.uk
Published: March 2017
ISBN: 978-1-904105-92-3

For detailed information about FRS methodology, see the Background note and methodology published
along with the main FRS report. https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/family-resources-survey-report2014-2015
Additional tables and data
Supporting data tables are available to download at:
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/family-resources-survey#toc-3

2

Household Income and State Support
Sources of total weekly household income by Urban Rural classification, 2014/15, Northern Ireland
Wages and Salaries

Self-employed Income

other sources other sources

% of total weekly household income
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The chart opposite shows the components of weekly income for all
three areas.



Across Northern Ireland 60% of total weekly household income
came from wages and salaries. This was highest in Belfast City at
65% and lowest in Rural areas at 57%



The largest percentage of weekly household income coming from
self-employment income was noted in Rural areas at 13%,
compared with a Northern Ireland average of 8% and low of 5% in
Urban areas.
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See Table 2.1 for full data.
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% of households in receipt of any income related benefit, 2002/03 to 2014/15, NI

% of households in receipt of any non-income related benefit, 02/03 to 14/15, NI

Based on FRS data, £ per week, 2014/15 prices
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The chart above shows that the percentage of households receiving any income related
benefit has followed a fairly consistent pattern, with the exception of 2009/10. The
pattern has generally been that households in Rural areas have had the lowest
percentage of households receiving any income related benefit while the percentage in
Belfast City has generally been highest.
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Overall the percentage of households in NI receiving non-income related benefits
rose slightly to 71% after falling in 2013/14 to its lowest level since the time series
began (69%). The reduction in receipt of non-income related benefits could be due to
changes in Retirement Pension and Child Benefit eligibility rules (the two most
popular non-income related benefits).
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Tenure & Housing Costs
Households by tenure, 2014/15, Northern Ireland
Owned outright

Buying with a mortgage

Social rented sector

Rented privately
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The chart opposite shows tenure by Urban Rural classification in 2014/15.



Households in Rural areas reported the highest percentage of
accommodation owned outright in 2014/15, with 46% of households falling
into this category. Rural areas also had the lowest percentage of households
in rented accommodation, both private (15%) and social (8%).



Belfast City had the lowest percentage who owned their home outright (25%)
and subsequently had the highest percentage of households in rented
accommodation, both private (26%) and social (21%).



See Table 3.1 for full data.
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One fifth of households in Belfast City had weekly housing costs between £100-£149
Households by weekly housing costs and Urban Rural classification, 2014/15, Northern Ireland
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The chart opposite illustrates the weekly housing costs by Urban Rural
classification. Across Northern Ireland it was found that three quarters of
households paid less than £80 per week on housing costs.



Over half of households (54%) in Rural areas reported weekly housing costs
of less than £20 per week, whereas less than one third (32%) of households
in Belfast City noted this; this is most likely due to the high proportion of
households owned outright in Rural areas.



At the other end of the scale Belfast City had the highest percentage of
households with weekly housing costs of £100 per week or more, with 20%
paying between £100 and £149 per week, compared to 9% in Urban areas
and 6% in Rural areas.



See Table 3.2 for full data.
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Savings & Investments
% of households with a direct payment account, 2002/03 to 2014/15, NI

% of households with no savings and investments, 2002/03 to 2014/15, NI

Based on FRS data, £ per week, 2014/15 prices
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The chart above illustrates that the percentage of households holding a direct payment
 The percentages of households with no savings and investments in
account (including Post Office Card Accounts) has increased over the time series in
Belfast City and Urban areas were higher in 2014/15 than in 2002/03.
Belfast City, Urban and Rural areas. In Northern Ireland the percentage of households
holding a direct payment account (including POCAs) in 2014/15 was 95%, an 11
 Belfast City has the highest percentage of households with no savings
percentage point increase from 2002/03. This may partly be due to the introduction of
and investments in 2014/15 at 60%, this compares with 41% in Rural
POCAs with DFC moving to direct payment of benefits into bank accounts for the majority
areas and 47% for the whole of Northern Ireland.
of claimants, and the drive in the consumer market to make direct debits the preferred
method of payment (utilities in particular).
Households by amount of saving and investments and Urban Rural classification, 2014/15, Northern Ireland
70
 The following information provides a broad picture; care should be taken
60
when making specific comparisons as the FRS may not accurately reflect
the total value of savings and investments.
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Belfast City had the highest proportion of households with no savings at
60%, 13 percentage points higher than the Northern Ireland average. In
contrast, Rural areas had the lowest percentage of households falling into
this category (41%).



However, Belfast City also had the highest percentage of households with
savings and investments of £20,000 or more (14%), although the
percentages across the other areas were similar with Urban (13%) and
Rural (11%).
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£20,000 or more
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Occupation & Employment
This section provides analysis of the employment status of adults across Northern Ireland, making comparisons by Urban Rural classifications. This includes figures on
economic status, gender splits and the number of hours worked by adults. Detailed information on the labour market and in relation to the Standard Occupational Classification
of their employment is also available.
Adults by economic status and Urban Rural classification,2014/15, Northern Ireland
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The pie charts show the economic status of all adults by Urban Rural classification in 2014/15. In Northern Ireland 56% of all adults are in employment, 49% as employees
and 7% self-employed.



The highest proportion of employees was found in Urban areas (51%) with the lowest noted in Rural areas (47%). However, when employees and self employed figures are
combined Rural areas have highest the proportion of adults employed at 60%.

Employment by Gender and
Urban Rural classification

Belfast City

Urban

Rural
Employment Rates

Northern Ireland

The figure above provides a further analysis of employment status by gender, across the Urban Rural classifications. As shown, 51%
of females were in employment compared to 62% of males across Northern Ireland, with all areas reporting a higher percentage of
males in employment compared to females. Rural areas had the highest % of males in employment (65%). Belfast City had the
lowest % of females in employment (47%) compared to the other areas where female employment was 52%.
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Total Hours worked by
adults by Urban Rural
classification 2014/15
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The figures above and below show the total hours worked by all working adults, by gender and Urban Rural classification. It
shows that over half of all working adults work between 31 and 41 hours per week (55% for both males and females).



Further analysis showed that men worked longer hours than women in all three areas. For example, overall 86% of men
worked over 31 hours per week, compared to 63% of females. This may be explained in some part by the higher prevalence
of females than males who work part-time.



When looking at male working adults, Belfast City had a much larger proportion working between 31 to 40 hours (69%)
compared to Rural areas (49%) however the proportion working 41 hours and over was much larger in Rural areas
compared to Belfast City (39% to 16%). This may be explained in some part by the higher prevalence of self employed
people in Rural areas who tend to work longer hours.



When looking at female working adult population there is less variation between Rural and Urban areas.
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Household Characteristics
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Income
Mean Weekly Household Income

Median Net Equivalised Weekly Household
Income

Equivalisation

Equivalisation is the process where income is
adjusted to take into account variations in both the
size and composition of the household. This
process reflects the common sense notion that a
family of several people needs a higher income
than a single person in order for both households
to enjoy a comparable standard of living.



The figure (below right) examines the long term trend of median net equivalised weekly household income in Northern Ireland. The monetary amounts shown have
been uprated by inflation to the current year prices. The figure shows that all three areas reported an overall increase in household income from 2013/14 and with the
exception of Belfast City are higher than 2002/03.



The greatest increase was noted in Urban areas, where median income increased by 6% from 2002/03 (£405 to £429). Belfast City has had the largest fluctuation in
median income of all three areas reporting a 12% increase between 2002/03 and 2009/10 (from £396 to a series high in any area of £450) followed by a 15% decrease
from 2009/10 to 2014/15 (£450 to £391).
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A household whose equivalised income
falls below 60% of the UK median
equivalised household income of the
same year is classified as being in
relative low income or relative poverty.
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The figure (above left) shows the percentage of individuals in relative poverty by Urban Rural classification. Belfast City reported the highest percentage of individuals in relative
poverty both before housing costs at 29% and after housing costs at 33%.
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Deprivation
This section looks at levels of material deprivation across Urban Rural classifications. The levels are based on the responses to questions on material deprivation (i.e. the
deprivation indicators). Respondents are asked whether they can afford goods and services. The two deprivation indicators that all areas showed the highest level of material
deprivation on were; ‘make savings of £10 per month or more’ and ‘holiday away from home one week a year not staying with relatives’. Notably, over one third of households
in Belfast City could not afford to have a holiday away from home one week a year not staying with relatives (36%) or to make savings of £10 per month or more (37%). In 7 of
the 9 indicators Rural areas had the lowest levels of material deprivation.
A deprivation indicator of particular interest is whether or not respondents could afford to keep their house warm. The 2016-2021 Draft Programme for Government in Northern
Ireland includes a commitment to review the effectiveness of the current Fuel Poverty Strategy and develop a new strategy to compliment the Executive’s other energy
efficiency schemes. Although respondents that are materially deprived using this indicator may not necessarily meet the definition of being in fuel poverty it does have some
significance.
Percentage of adults who would like but cannot afford ...
Money to Decorate Home
Holiday away from home 1 week a year
Home contents insurance

Belfast City = 13% of households Urban = 11%
Rural = 6% Northern Ireland = 10%
Makings Savings of £10 a month or more

Belfast City = 36% of households Urban = 32%
Rural = 29% Northern Ireland = 32%
Replace worn out furniture

Belfast City = 20% of households Urban = 15%
Rural = 10% Northern Ireland = 14%
Replace broken electrical goods

Belfast City = 37% of households Urban = 27%
Rural = 28% Northern Ireland = 29%
Money to spend on self each week

Belfast City = 21% of households Urban = 18%
Rural = 13% Northern Ireland = 17%
Keep house warm

Belfast City = 19% of households Urban = 16%
Rural = 8% Northern Ireland = 14%
Keep up to date with bills

Belfast City = 22% of households Urban = 16%
Rural = 17% Northern Ireland = 18%

Belfast City = 11% of households Urban = 9% Rural
= 6% Northern Ireland = 8%

Belfast City = 8% of households Urban = 8%
Rural = 4% Northern Ireland = 7%
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About these statistics
National Statistics

Using the FRS for analysis

The United Kingdom Statistics Authority has designated these statistics as National
Statistics, in accordance with the Statistics and Registration Services Act 2007 and
signifying compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. Designation can be
broadly be interpreted to mean that the statistics:

Coverage






meet identified user needs;
are well explained and readily accessible;
are produced according to sound methods; and
are managed impartially and objectively in the public interest.

Where to find out more

The FRS is designed to be representative of all private households in the United
Kingdom. Therefore certain individuals are not included – for example, students
in halls of residence and individuals in nursing or retirement homes.
Sample design
The FRS uses a systematic stratified sample designed to produce robust
regional estimates. In some of our reports DFC have had to combine several
years of data to produce analysis at Local Government District level.
Sample size

Supporting data tables are available via the following link: https://www.communitiesni.gov.uk/topics/family-resources-survey#toc-3
And the FRS Quality and Methodology Information Report, is available here
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/family-resources-survey-report-2014-2015

Other FRS Publications
Northern Ireland poverty bulletin
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-poverty-bulletin-2014-2015
Northern Ireland households below average income
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/households-below-average-incomenorthern-ireland-201415
Family Resources Survey report - Northern Ireland
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/family-resources-survey
Pensioners' income series - Northern Ireland
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/pensioners-income-series-2013-2014

Although the FRS NI sample of approximately 2,000 households is relatively
large for a household survey, small sample sizes for particular subgroups may
require several years of data to be combined.
Sampling Error
Results from surveys are estimates and not precise figures – in general terms the
smaller the sample size, the greater the uncertainty.
Results in this report are subject to a margin of error which can affect how
changes should be interpreted, especially in the short term. Latest estimates
should be considered alongside medium and long-term patterns.
Non-Sampling Error
Survey data represent the information as provided by the respondents to the
survey. If people give inaccurate responses or certain groups of people are less
likely to respond this can introduce biases and errors. Non-sampling error is
minimised in the FRS through effective and accurate sample and questionnaire
design, active fieldwork management, the use of skilled and experienced
interviewers and extensive quality assurance of the data. However, it is not
possible to eliminate non-sampling error completely, nor can it be easily
quantified.
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