
NISRA AND HMRC JOINT STATEMENT REGARDING THE DIFFERENT VALUE OF  
 EXPORTS PRODUCED BY EACH METHOD 

 
 

 “Due to methodological differences, the BESES (NISRA’s Broad Economy Sales and 

 Exports Statistics) and HMRC Regional Trade Statistics (RTS) are not directly comparable. 

 

HMRC’s primary source data is collected from the EU-wide Intrastat survey and from 

Customs import and export entries, both administered by HMRC.  These record the 

movement - for trade purposes - of goods only between the UK and both EU and non-EU 

countries. There is a legal requirement for all VAT-registered businesses to supply this data, 

although for trade with the EU this only applies to businesses trading above the Intrastat 

threshold. 

 

The RTS methodology allocates trade to a region based on the location of the business 

exporting or importing the goods. For multi-branch businesses, it allocates trade to a region, 

based on the proportional distribution of employees of that business across the regions of 

the UK. HMRC consider this to be a good proportionate reflection of trade at a regional 

basis. This methodology is in harmony with other regional statistical products from across the 

GSS, including the Annual Business Survey and the recently launched Regional Trade in 

Services from the ONS.  

 

This main allocation method is used for all trade except for specific goods, the treatment of 

which are outlined in the published RTS methodology. 

https://www.uktradeinfo.com/Statistics/OverseasTradeStatistics/AboutOverseastradeStatistic

s/Documents/RTS_Methodology_Revision_2016.pdf 

 

The BESES is an experimental measure, based on an annual survey of local businesses’ 

sales to markets outside Northern Ireland (NI). BESES data is gathered through the Northern 

Ireland Annual Business Inquiry and has been running since 2011. The ABI surveys all 

businesses with 50 or more employees; all multi-site businesses with 20-49 employees; all 

manufacturing businesses with more than 5 employees; and a representative sample of 

other smaller businesses. In all, the ABI samples about 20% of the eligible business 

population each year.  

 

Statisticians in NISRA and HMRC are working together to understand the differences. This 

will lead to the documentation of the differences which will assist users. In the long term it 

may lead to future methodological enhancements of the products.” 

https://www.uktradeinfo.com/Statistics/OverseasTradeStatistics/AboutOverseastradeStatistics/Documents/RTS_Methodology_Revision_2016.pdf
https://www.uktradeinfo.com/Statistics/OverseasTradeStatistics/AboutOverseastradeStatistics/Documents/RTS_Methodology_Revision_2016.pdf

