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About the AECOM Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Team 

AECOM is a global provider of professional technical and management support services. With over 
100 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) practitioners in the UK, EIA management is provided 
from 10 offices and makes use of our in-house resource of over 300 environmental specialists from 
over 22 offices. AECOM's specialists cover the whole spectrum of environmental skills including air 
quality, ecology, geo-environmental sciences, hydrology, landscape architecture, socio-economics, 
land use planning and acoustics. 

In terms of quality, AECOM is an EIA Quality Mark Registrant, which is a scheme operated by the 
Institute of Environmental Management & Assessment (IEMA) that allows organisations (both 
developers and consultancies) that lead the co-ordination of statutory EIAs in the UK to make a 
commitment to excellence in their EIA activities and have this commitment independently reviewed. 

EIA Quality Mark registrants must adhere to seven key commitments of this scheme which underpin 
and maintain its high standards. These are: 

• EIA Management - commitment to using effective project control and management processes to 
deliver quality in EIA and the Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR) produced; 

• EIA Team Capabilities - commitment to ensuring that all EIA practitioners have the opportunity 
to undertake regular and relevant continuing professional development; 

• EIA Regulatory Compliance - commitment to delivering Environmental Statements that meet 
the requirements established within the appropriate UK EIA Regulations; 

• EIA Context & Influence - commitment to ensuring that all coordinated EIAs are effectively 
scoped and that it is transparently indicated how the EIA process, and any consultation 
undertaken, influenced the development proposed and any alternatives considered; 

• EIA Content - commitment to undertaking assessments that include: a robust analysis of the 
relevant baseline; assessment and transparent evaluation of impact significance; and an 
effective description of measures designed to monitor and manage significant effects; 

• EIA Presentation - commitment to deliver EIAR's that set out environmental information in a 
transparent and understandable manner; and 

• Improving EIA practice - commitment to enhance the profile of good quality EIA by working 
with IEMA to deliver a mutually agreed set of activities, on an annual basis, and by making 
appropriate examples of our work available to the wider EIA community. 
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About the AECOM Ecology Team 

AECOM provide a comprehensive spectrum of ecological services for projects that range in size and 
complexity from small single-species surveys to large infrastructure projects or strategic development 
plans. 

Our experts offer a wealth of experience, knowledge and specialist skill sets. Working from offices 
across the UK and Republic of Ireland, our team includes national and global leaders in their fields 
who provide clients with specialist advice on habitat creation, impact assessment, site restoration, 
enhancement and management, including biodiversity net gain and offsetting. Whether at planning, 
pre-construction, construction or operational stages - our innovative solutions focus on clients' 
objectives, while always enabling full legal compliance and environmental sustainability. 

Our Core Services include: 

• Advice on Avoidance, Mitigation & Compensation; 

• Air Quality Ecological Impact Assessment; 

• Ancient Woodland Indicator Species Surveys; 

• BREEAM Ecology Assessments; 

• Biodiversity & Environmental Net Gain; 

• Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) Services; 

• Ecological Impact Assessment (EclA) for Planning; 

• Ecosystem Services Assessments; 

• Ecological Surveys & Monitoring - Full Range; 

• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA); 

• Expert Witness (Planning); 

• Habitat Management & Enhancement; 

• Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA); 

• In-house Training for Ecological Surveys; 

• Invasive Species Advice & Control; 

• National Vegetation Classification; 

• Phase 1 (Extended) Habitat Surveys; 

• Pollution & Incident Response; 

• Protected & Target Species Surveys -All UK, EU and International; 

• Protected Species Translocation; 

• Sites of Special Scientific Interest Condition Assessments & Mitigation; and 

• Species Surveys, Mitigation & Licensing. 
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Competencies and Qualifications 

To ensure the completeness and quality of Environmental Statements or Environmental Impact 
Assessment Reports, projects should ensure that they are prepared by a competent expert(s). 
Projects should note that there is no comprehensive definition of 'expert' or 'competent expert' within 
the Directive, however it does indicate that individuals exercising this role must be: 

• Qualified; and 

• Competent. 

Glenn McKay BSc (Hons) MSc MCIWEM C.WEM CEnv CSci is a Principal Environmental 
Consultant, primarily responsible for undertaking EIA and Environmental Appraisals of major 
infrastructure projects located throughout Ireland. He has been with AECOM since 2004, affording him 
the opportunity to work on major projects from inception through to construction. He is competent in 
applying current environmental assessment and appraisal methods and keeping abreast of current 
environmental legislation and planning policy; applying this expertise in the compilation and 
preparation of Water Framework Directive (WFD) Screening and Compliance Reports, Scoping 
Reports, and EIA Reports. 

Glenn is a Chartered Water and Environment Manager with the Chartered Institution of Water and 
Environmental Management (CIWEM), a Chartered Environmentalist with the Society of the 
Environment (SocEnv) and a Chartered Scientist with the Science Council. Glenn is also a Member of 
the Chartered Institution of Water & Environmental Management (MCIWEM). 

In response to evolving environmental legislation such as the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
2000/60/EC, Glenn has developed a particular specialism in carrying out WFD Risk Assessments, to 
determine if specific components or activities, particularly those associated with major infrastructure 
projects and the like would compromise the attainment of WFD objectives, or result in the 
deterioration in the ecological status of water bodies (surface waters and groundwater). He utilises 
these assessments to determine whether to proceed with elements of projects or amend / develop 
mitigation measures to eliminate adverse effects. He is competent in carrying out such assessments, 
in line with guidelines set by statutory undertakers and industry standard guidance. 

His experience of on-site environmental surveys and active construction sites has also allowed Glenn 
to develop a practical understanding of the water environment and key issues which result in adverse 
effects, not only from an operational perspective, but also through construction and on-going 
maintenance. He has also undertaken numerous water quality monitoring programmes on behalf of 
private clients, government departments and council bodies, which has included sampling analysis 
and technical report writing. 
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Gareth Coughlin BSc (Hons), MPhil, C.WEM, CEnv, CSci, FCIWEM, FIEMA is a Technical Director 
(Environmental Scientist), and certified Project Manager, responsible for the project management of 
Environmental Statements, Scoping studies, Strategic Environmental Assessments (SEA) and 
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA). Gareth leads the Environment & Sustainability team in 
Northern Ireland, and he is the OU service lead for EIA and CEEQUAL. Gareth is also a member of 
the AECOM UK EIA Board. 

He is a Chartered Water & Environmental Manager, Chartered Environmentalist, and Chartered 
Scientist and has been with the company since 1999, working in the engineering industry for clients in 
both the public and private sectors. For over 20 years now, he has been responsible for the 
management of multi-disciplinary environmental teams and assessment of environmental impacts on 
a range of major and often highly complex infrastructure projects, most notably strategic road 
schemes. 

Project experience includes the A6 North-Western Key Transport Corridor, High Speed 2 (HS2) 
(Phase One) and the trans-European SouthStream gas pipeline. 

Gareth has extensive experience in stakeholder consultation/engagement with both statutory and 
non-statutory bodies and has organised and staffed numerous road scheme public 
exhibition/consultation events. He has also acted as expert witness on various strategic road 
schemes and led the Environmental Statements through Public Inquiry/Oral hearing. Gareth is an 
accredited CEEQUALAssessor for civil engineering projects. 

He is a past Chairman of the Northern Ireland branch of the Chartered Institution of Water & 
Environmental Management (CIWEM), a current NI branch Committee Member, and is a regular 
Professional Reviewer for CIWEM. He is also a panel member, undertaking visits to those universities 
seeking CIWEM accreditation of their environmental degree programmes. 

Dr Paul Lynas BSc (Hons) MRes PhD CEnv MCIEEM (Associate Director) is an experienced 
ecologist with over 18 years' professional consultancy and conservation experience in carrying out a 
range of habitat and species surveys. He has carried out numerous flora and fauna assessments for 
both public and private sector clients, including those for protected species such as birds, badgers, 
bats and otters. Whilst specialising in biodiversity and farmland bird ecology, Paul brings extensive 
experience in a variety of monitoring and survey techniques for both species and habitats. Paul has 
valuable experience working closely with a vast array of environmental organisations, local and 
central government departments and agencies. He has also completed a vast number of Habitat 
Regulation Assessments across Northern Ireland for major infrastructure projects, assessing the 
impact of the various projects on the European sites around the country. 
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1. Introduction 
AECOM was commissioned by the Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) Rivers (the Department) to 
provide a range of engineering and environmental design services in relation to works on the Shimna 
River as a result of persistent flooding related issues. Part of this commission subsequently included 
investigating the possibility of providing a 'roughing grill' within the Shimna River to prevent debris and 
sediment accumulating (and subsequently obstructing the river channel) at the New Bridge 
(Bryansford Road) during high flow events along the Shimna River in Newcastle, County Down. 

1.1 Project Description 

The project would comprise the construction of a roughing grill (upstream of the Bryansford Road) on 
the Shimna River to reduce the risk of blockage at the New Bridge (Bryansford Road} during flood 
events. The location of the Roughing Grill and the proposed layout is shown on Drawing SFAS-ACM
X.X-XX-DR-CE-02031 . An example of a typical roughing grill is provided in Plate 1.1 below. Site 
Photographs are included within Appendix A. 

Plate 1.1 : Roughing Grill Example 

The project would include ?no. piles to be installed as part of the roughing grill directly into the river 
bed. Each pile would extend 4m above bed level and spaced at 3m centres diagonally across the 
channel to encourage debris to be deposited at the bank. The height and spacing of the piles have 
been purposefully designed so that they aim to trap only the type of debris that would result in a 
blockage at the New Bridge, such as large woody debris (LWD). This is typically branches, large 
limbs, root boles or entire trees that have fallen into the river. It is not designed to trap smaller 
branches, twigs and leaf litter, which is typically known as Coarse Woody Debris (CWD), which would 
more commonly be transported downstream by the river under normal flow conditions. 

The existing access from Tipperary Lane would be utilised to facilitate construction and future access 
for maintenance to the roughing grill, of which the proposed location is readily accessible from this 
access lane with minimal disturbance to the riparian corridor expected. A temporary piling platform 
would be placed across the river channel to allow the installation of piles using a piling rig. This 
platform would be removed following the completion of the works. 
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Due to the nature of what is proposed, routine maintenance activities will be required to not only 
remove accumulated debris, but also to ensure that the roughing grill does not become an 
impediment to the attainment of the relevant Water Framework Directive (WFD) objectives as set out 
in the relevant River Basin Management Plan and in particular does not become an impediment to the 
migratory habitat requirements of salmonid species. As a consequence, this aspect has been given 
specific consideration as reported within the · Shimna River Roughing Grill: Identification of a preferred 
location and the assessment of potential impacts on fisheries interests Report' (November 2020) and 
is included within Appendix B of this report. 

This report was prepared by Paul Johnston Associates Ltd (fisheries consultants) to provide advice on 
the identification of a preferred location for the installation of a "roughing grill" and to assess the 
potential impacts from a fisheries perspective. The objective of this exercise was to: 

• Identify preferred locations that minimise potential impacts on fisheries habitat within the 
candidate section under consideration; and 

• describe potential impacts of the construction of the roughing grill on fisheries interests and 
recommend mitigation measures to address such impacts. 

1 .2 Legislative Context 

The requirement to carry out a statutory EIA and publish a formal ES only applies to certain projects 
that are deemed to exceed certain thresholds and are predicted to have a significant effect on the 
environment. 

The Planning Reform (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 ended the Crown's immunity from planning 
control. Crown bodies have to apply for planning permission like any other developer, unless a 
scheme is classified as 'permitted development' as defined by the Planning (General Development) 
Order (Northern Ireland) 1993 (as amended by the Planning (Application of Subordinate Legislation to 
the Crown) Order (Northern Ireland) 2006). 

Part 24 of the Schedule to the Planning (Application of Subordinate Legislation to the Crown) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 2006 describes permitted development rights exercisable by the Department for the 
purposes of drainage works. The proposed scheme qualifies as a Class A 'permitted development' 
under this schedule, as it would require carrying out drainage works by or on behalf of the Department 
as per the meaning assigned to it by Schedule 2 of the Drainage (Northern Ireland) Order 1973 [as 
amended] constituting new construction works within a watercourse. 

Under the provisions of the Drainage (Northern Ireland) Order 1973 (as amended], in determination of 
whether a drainage scheme has significant effects on the environment, the Department shall 
determine before the date of publication of details of the scheme whether or not it falls within Annex I 
or Annex II to Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council on the assessment 
of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment, as amended by Directive 
2014/52/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council (referred to as the EIA Directive). 

The EIA Directive (Directive 85/337/EEC) on "The assessment of the effects of certain public and 
private projects on the environmenr came into effect in Europe in July 1988 and initiated a fonnal 
approach to environmental assessment throughout the European Community. The Directive requires 
an environmental assessment to be carried out, prior to a development consent being granted, for 
certain types of major projects judged likely to have significant impacts on the environment. 

The EIA Directive of 1985 has been amended three times; in 1997, in 2003 and in 2009. The initial 
Directive of 1985 and its three amendments have been codified by Directive 2011/92/EU of 13th 

December 2011. Directive 2011/92/EU was amended in 2014 by Directive 2014/52/EU which entered 
into force on 15th May 2014 and transposed in national legislation by The Drainage (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017, becoming operational on 16th May 2017. 

These Regulations implement, for Northern Ireland, Council Directive 2011/92/EU (as amended by 
Council Directive 2014/52/EU) on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects 
on the environment, in respect of drainage schemes and drainage works. They also revoke and re
enact, with amendments, the Drainage (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2006. The Regulations require the Department, in the execution of certain drainage works 
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and drainage schemes, to produce an Environmental statement and, on the basis of that statement, 
to decide whether or not to proceed with the drainage works or drainage schemes in question. 

1.2.1 European Union Withdrawal 

The Drainage (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) (EU Exit) 
Regulations 2019 came into force on the United Kingdom (UK) exit day from the EU and ensure that 
the legislation relating to drainage projects and associated environmental impact assessment will 
continue to be operable. 

These Regulations are made in exercise of the powers conferred by section 8(1) of, and paragraph 
21(a)(i) and (b) and Schedule 7 to, the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 (c. 16) in order to 
address failures of retained EU law to operate effectively and other deficiencies arising from the 
withdrawal of the UK from the European Union. The instrument makes no substantive changes to the 
way the existing legislation operates. All changes make only the technical drafting fixes required to 
maintain continuity of approach after exit. 

These Regulations make amendments to Northern Ireland legislation that implements, in relation to 
drainage projects, Directive 2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private 
projects on the environment. 

Part 2 of these Regulations makes amendments to the Drainage (Northern Ireland) Order 1973. Part 
3 makes amendments to the Drainage (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2017. 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) Rivers AECOM 
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2. Determination 

The process for determining whether it is necessary to carry out an EIA and publish an ES is termed 
Screening. The Screening process establishes: 

1. whether the project falls within Annex I or Annex II to the EIA Directive; 

2. whether an Annex II project represents a 'relevant project'; 

3. the 'determination' for the purposes of The Drainage (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017 whether the project should be subject to an EIA; and 

4. reporting the determination. 

Where the Department has to make a determination whether there may be significant effects on the 
environment, it shall provide the following information on the proposed drainage scheme of the type 
listed in Annex II to the Directive: 

a. a description of the project, including in particular: 

i. a description of the physical characteristics of the whole project and, where relevant, of 
demolition works; and 

ii. a description of the location of the project, with particular regard to the environmental 
sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected; 

b. a description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by the 
project; 

c. a description of any likely significant effects, to the extent of the information available on 
such effects, of the project on the environment resulting from: 

i. the expected residues and emissions and the production of waste, where relevant; 

ii. the use of natural resources, in particular in soil, land, water and biodiversity. 

The criteria of Schedule 2B to the Drainage (Northern Ireland) Order 1973 [as amended] shall be 
taken into account, where relevant, when compiling the information in accordance with points (a) to 
(c) above. 

2.1 Step 1 - Deciding if the project falls within Annex I or Annex II of 
the EIA Directive 

The first screening decision is identifying whether the project falls within Annex I or Annex II of the EIA 
Directive. Certain types of projects are listed within Annex I and for these, EIA is mandatory, and no 
determination is necessary. 

Does the project fall within Annex I of the EIA Directive? Yes D No 0 
If yes, a formal EIA is required. If no, continue to Step 2. 

2.1.1 Comments 

This project is not of a type listed in Annex I of the EIA Directive considered as having significant effects on the 
environment and requiring a mandatory EIA. The project would comprise the construction of a roughing grill 
(upstream of the Bryansford Road) on the Shimna River to reduce the risk of blockage at the New Bridge 
(Bryansford Road) during flood events. The Proposed Scheme would include ?no. piles to be installed as part of the 
roughing grill directly into the river bed. Each pile would extend 4m above bed level and spaced at 3m centres 
diagonally across the channel to encourage debris to be deposited at the bank. The existing access from Tipperary 
Lane would be utilised to complete the Proposed Scheme. A temporary piling platform would be placed across the 
river channel to allow the installation of piles using a piling rig. This platform would be removed following the 
completion of the Proposed Scheme. 
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2.2 Step 2 - Deciding if an Annex II Project is a 'Relevant Project' 

Projects listed under Annex (or Schedule) II of the EIA Directive may require an EIA if it is concluded 
that the project will exceed certain limits or thresholds. To determine whether or not Annex II projects 
are relevant, thresholds of project size and environmental sensitivity exist in the EIA Regulations. 
Annex II projects will normally require an EIA where any part of the development is likely to be carried 
out in a sensitive area. 

Upon a review of the type of project proposed, it does not directly align with any of those referred to 
within Annex II of the EIA Directive. The closest project category in which it could be interpreted as 
aligning with is as follows: 

• Annex II (10) Infrastructure Project (f) Inland-waterway construction not included in Annex I, 
canalisation and flood-relief works. 

As per European Commission Report 'Interpretation of Definitions of Project Categories of Annex I 
and II of the EIA Directive' (2015), canalisation and flood relief works are interpreted as including 
works for retaining water and preventing floods, however the project would neither: 

• retain water; nor 

• prevent flooding. 

As described previously, the roughing grill would include 7no. piles to be installed directly into the river 
bed, with each pile extending 4m above bed level and spaced at 3m centres diagonally across the 
channel. On this basis, it would provide no functionality in terms of retaining water, even at times of 
excessive flow, where it is expected that the directional spacing of the embedded piles would direct 
any accumulated debris towards the bankside, thus maintaining conveyance of flow within the main 
channel. As noted previously, the roughing grill is only expected to accumulate LWD, not CWD. 

Furthermore, even if the main channel were to become obstructed by debris, water could still pass 
through, over and around within its immediate site footprint. Furthermore, a regular routine 
maintenance regime would also reduce the possibility of material building up that could restrict the 
flow of water, but again in no instance is it expected that water would be retained. 

The roughing grill does not prevent flooding, in fact, it would contribute to an increased risk of 
localised flooding within its immediate environs at times of excessive flow due to the potential for 
debris build up within the grill. The proposed location of the roughing grill has been determined on the 
basis that any contribution made to an increase in localised flooding could be accommodated without 
unacceptable risk to property or environment. Again, the roughing grill would be subject to routine 
maintenance activities to remove debris which has accumulated along the roughing grill, which would 
reduce the risk of out of channel flooding. 

The project does however have an indirect flood prevention benefit in that the grill's fundamental 
purpose is to reduce the potential for flood related debris and sediment accumulating (and 
subsequently obstructing the river channel) at the New Bridge (Bryansford Road) during flood events. 
Based upon the outcome of flood risk modelling and anecdotal evidence of flood related debris being 
a contributing factor to flooding within the Bryansford Road area, any opportunity to limit the amount 
of debris that could reach the bridge, would reduce the risk of the flood defences associated with the 
Shimna River Flood Alleviation Scheme (FAS) being overtopped, or not functioning in the manner 
intended. Whilst this is deemed to be an indirect benefit of the project, it has been judged 
precautionary to determine whether the project is relevant, in spite of the ambiguities set out above in 
categorising it in relation to the projects listed under Annex (or Schedule) II of the EIA Directive. 

Regulation 7 of the Drainage (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
2017 states that the Department must provide specified information on proposed drainage works of 
the type listed in Annex II to the Directive and consider the selection criteria in Schedule 2B to the 
Drainage Order when deciding if there are any likely effects of the drainage works on the 
environment. Schedule 2B of the Drainage Order provides the criteria as set out below. 
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2.2.1 Characteristics of drainage works or drainage schemes "the works" 

The characteristics of drainage schemes must be considered having regard, in particular, to: 

• the size and design of the whole works; 

• their cumulative effects with other existing or approved works; 

• the use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity; 

• the production of waste; 

• pollution and nuisances; 

• the risk of major accidents or disasters which are relevant to the works concerned, including 
those caused by climate change, in accordance with scientific knowledge, having regard in 
particular to substances or technologies used; and 

• the risks to human health (for example due to water contamination or air pollution). 

2.2.2 Location of drainage works or drainage schemes 

The environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected by the works must be 
considered, having regard in particular to the: 

• existing and approved land use; 

• relative abundance, availability, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources (including 
soil, land, water and biodiversity) in the area and its underground; and 

• absorption capacity of the natural environment, paying particular attention to the following areas: 

wetlands, riparian areas, river mouths; 

coastal zones and the marine environment; 

mountain and forest areas; 

nature reserves and parks; 

areas classified or protected under an European Economic Area (EEA) States' legislation, 
Natura 2000 areas designated by EEA States pursuant to Directive 92/43/EEC and Directive 
2009/147/EC (now adopted as part of the UK's National Site Network); 

areas in which there has already been a failure to meet the environmental quality standards, 
laid down in retained EU law and relevant to the project, or in which it is considered that 
there is such a failure; 

densely populated areas; and 

landscapes and sites of historical, cultural or archaeological significance. 

2.2.3 Type and characteristics of the potential impact 

The likely significant effects on the environment must be considered in relation to the criteria set out 
under Sub-Sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 with regard to the impact of the works on the factors specified in 
paragraph 1 of Schedule 2C, and having regard, in particular, to the: 

• magnitude and spatial extent of the impact of the works (for example the geographical area and 
size of the population likely to be affected); 

• nature of the impact; 

• transboundary nature of the impact; 

• intensity and complexity of the impact; 

• probability of the impact; 
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• expected onset, duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact; 

• accumulation of the impact with the impact of other existing and/or approved projects; and 

• possibility of effectively reducing the impact. 
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3. EIA Screening 

The Checklist in Table 3.1 below for the Shimna River Roughing Grill has been prepared as per the requirements of Regulation 7 of the Drainage (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017 which state that the Department must provide specified information on proposed drainage works of the type listed in 
Annex II to the EIA Directive and consider the selection criteria in Schedule 2B to the Drainage Order when deciding if there are any likely effects of the drainage works 
on the environment. As noted previously, it has been deemed that the project is not of the type listed in Annex 11 , however a precautionary principle has been applied in 
this instance, particularly in light of the sensitivity of the receiving water environment. 

Table 3.1. EIA Screening Checklist in relation to the characteristics of the Scheme 

Characteristics of the Scheme 

(a) Size of the scheme 

Will the development be out of scale with the existing 
environment? 

Will it lead to further consequential development or works 
(e.g. new roads, extraction of aggregate, provision of new 
water supply, generation or transmission of power, 
increased housing and sewage disposal)? 

(b) Cumulation with other development 

Are there potential cumulative impacts with other existing 
development or development not yet begun but for which 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Df l) Rivers 

Yes/No 

No 

No 

No 

Brief Description 

The project will constitute a hydromorphological change 
across the riverbed profile of the Shimna River, with 
localised disturbance to accommodate the ?no. piles. Each 
pile would extend 4m above bed level and spaced at 3m 
centres diagonally across the channel. 

The existing access from Tipperary Lane would be utilised to 
facilitate construction and future access for maintenance lo the 
roughing grill, of which the proposed location is readily 
accessible from this access lane with minimal disturbance to 
the riparian corridor expected. A temporary piling platform 
would be placed across the river channel to allow the 
installation of piles using a piling rig. This platform would be 
removed following the completion of the works and the bed 
reinstated. 

Is the effect likely to be Significant? 

No - the impact would be very localised and contained 
within a section of the river that is well enclosed by 
surrounding terrain and mature riparian vegetation. This 
will limit considerably the potential for adverse landscape 
or visual impacts beyond the immediate confines of the 
site. 
The roughing grill would be located approximately 80m 
upstream of the existing fish counter/ gauging station, so 
whilst each of the piles would be quite high, they would 
be within the same reach of the river that has already 
been locally subject to hydromorphological modification, 
and thus would not be out of scale and character. 
The location also used to be a crossing point, so already 
has the necessary access infrastructure in place to 
service the piles as part of any routine maintenance and 
debris clearance regime, whilst minimising the potential 
for disturbance. 

No - site selection process determined its suitability 
partly based on available infrastructure already being in 
place. No further consequential development or works, 
such as the examples given across can be expected. 

The project would be entirely located within the confines of the No 
Shimna River, therefore no potential for cumulative impacts 

AECOM 
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Shimna River Roughing Grill 

Characteristics of the Scheme 

planning permission exists? 

Should the application for this development be regarded as 
an integral part of a more substantial project? If so, can 
related developments which are subject to separate 
applications proceed independently? 

(c) Use of natural resources 

Will construction or operation of the development use natural 
resources such as land, water, materials or energy, especially 
any resources which are non-renewable or in short supply? 

• land ( especially undeveloped or agricultural land)? 

• water? 

• minerals? 

• aggregates? 

• forests and timber? 

• energy including electricity and fuels? 

• any other residues? 

(d) Production of waste 

Will the development produce wastes during construction or 
operation or decommissioning? 

• spoil, overburden or mine wastes? 

• municipal waste (household and/or commercial)? 

• hazardous or toxic wastes (including radioactive)? 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) Rivers 

Yes/No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Brief Description 

with other developments exists. 

The fundamental purpose of the roughing grill is to reduce the 
potential for flood related debris and sediment accumulating 
(and subsequently obstructing the river channel) at the New 
Bridge (Bryansford Road) during flood events. Based upon the 
outcome of flood risk modelling and anecdotal evidence of 
flood related debris being a contributing factor to flooding within 
the Bryansford Road area, any opportunity to limit the amount 
of debris that could reach the bridge, would reduce the risk of 
the flood defences associated with the Shimna River Flood 
Alleviation Scheme (FAS) being overtopped, or not functioning 
in the manner intended. 

The use of natural resources would be minimal apart from the 
constitute elements of manufactured products (e.g. concrete) lo 
form the piles. Energy will be expended during the construction 
phase due to plant and machinery operation, though there 
would be no operational phase energy requirements. 

Minimal (if any) physical waste would be generated from the 
project, as it will be procured and managed to ensure it is 
developed as sustainably as is reasonably practicable. 

Is the effect likely to be Significant? 

No - the Shimna River FAS has received planning 
approval and is currently subject to procurement. It can 
proceed independently as the roughing grill is only being 
provided as a precautionary measure to reduce the potential 
for flood related debris and sediment accumulating at the 
New Bridge. The FAS would be constructed whether the grill 
was implemented or not. If the latter was the case, ii is not 
guaranteed that the flood defences would be overtopped 
and not function as intended in the absence of the roughing 
grill. 

No - The requirement for the use of natural resources to 
facilitate construction, operation and maintenance of the 
roughing grill would be minimal. The nature of the site 
chosen would also minimise impacts upon existing land 
uses. 
It is envisaged that the contractor appointed to undertake 
the FAS will undertake the works for the roughing grill 
concurrently. They shall be required to operate under an 
accredited Environmental Management System (EMS). It 
shall be developed to avoid wherever possible 
environmental accidents and pollution, to encourage 
reduced consumption of resources, to restrict the production 
of waste, and to promote good relationships with the 
relevant authorities / environmental bodies. 
An Environmental Management Plan (EMP) has also been 
prepared to manage this process and has been included as 
part of the works information. the requirements of this 
document shall also be equally applied to the environmental 
management requirements of the roughing grill works. A 
copy of the EMP has been included within Appendix C of 
this report. 

No - it is envisaged that any disturbed bed material (i.e. 
gravels) will be retained and reinstated upon completion 
of the works. As part of the EMP, a Site Waste 
Management Plan (SWMP) would implement where 
possible cost-effective methods of good practice waste 
minimisation during the design of the project and 
thereafter during construction. The Contractor would be 
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Shimna River Roughing Grill 

Characteristics of the Scheme 

• other industrial process wastes? 
• surplus product? 
• sewage sludge or other sludges from effluent treatment? 

• construction or demolition wastes? 
• redundant machinery or equipment? 

• contaminated soils or other material? 
• agricultural wastes? 

• any other solid wastes? 
• liquid or solid wastes in suspension? 

(e) Pollution and nuisances 

Will the development release pollutants or any hazardous, 
toxic or noxious substances to air? Emissions from: 

• combustion of fossil fuels from stationary or mobile 
sources? 

• production processes? 
• materials handling including storage or transport? 

• construction activities including plant & equipment? 
• dust or odours from handling of materials including 

construction materials, sewage & waste? 

• incineration of waste? 
• burning of waste in open air (e.g. slash material, 

construction debris)? 
• any other sources 

Yes/No 

Yes 

Is there a potential risk from: No 

• leachates? 
• Escape of wastes or other products/by products that may 

constitute a contaminant in the environment? 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Df l) Rivers 

Brief Description 

The scheme will not produce any operational phase 
emissions to air. All emissions from the Project would be 
limited to the construction or maintenance phases. This 
would include emissions from vehicles and plant. 
Dust and air pollution, including odours, can cause 
disruption to properties and the public adjacent to the 
construction works and can also have adverse impacts upon 
other environmental receptors, including watercourses and 
ecologically designated sites. 

A review of NIEA - Land & Resource Management Unit's 
database of sites where, based on their historic land use, 
there is potential for contamination to be present, would 
indicate that there is minimal risk of encountering 
contaminated land during the works. 
There does however remain a risk of encountering invasive 
species (e.g. Japanese knotweed), during the works, 
particularly as this is a riparian environment. The ecology 
surveys undertaken for the Shimna River identified 
Japanese knotweed upstream and downstream of the site but 

Is the effect likely to be Significant? 

required to make every effort to re-use as much of the 
material as possible within the area of the construction site. 
Any material to be re-used, which is wet, should be 
stockpiled to allow it to dry out. Stockpiling should be well 
away from any sensitive areas of ecological or 
archaeological interest, or watercourses where pollution 
could occur. 

No - the vehicle and plant requirements to construct, 
operate and maintain the roughing grill would be minimal, 
and largely limited to a piling rig and an excavator/ mini 
digger, if LWD becomes trapped in the grill. These would 
give rise to minimal emissions and would not be a cause 
for concern in terms of any potential impact upon 
environmental receptors. 
As set out in the EMP for the FAS project, the appointed 
contractor will be required to implement measures to 
minimise the amount of dust and emissions (including 
odour) produced during the construction phase. There 
will be a Duty of Care on the Contractor to ensure that 
dust-rais.ing activities are located away from sensitive 
receptors as much as feasibly possible and duration kept 
to a minimum when in proximity to a receptor. 
Mitigation measures would be implemented so that 
construction works are carried out in such a manner that 
emissions of dust and other pollutants are limited, and that 
best practicable means are employed to minimise 
disruption, risks to human health, and to avoid unnecessary 
impacts on sensitive ecological habitats. 

No - the EMP would provide details of environmental 
control measures to deal with any contaminated land 
encountered during the site operations and shall be 
implemented by the appointed contractor. 
Measures (mechanical or chemical) shall be undertaken 
to prevent the spread of invasive species during 
construction or maintenance of the scheme where they 
are encountered. 
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Shimna River Roughing Grill 

Characteristics of the Scheme Yes/No 

Will the development cause noise and vibration or release of Yes 
light, heat energy or electromagnetic radiation? 

• from operation of equipment e.g. engines, ventilation plant, 
crushers? 

• from industrial or similar processes? 

• from blasting or piling? 

• from construction or operational traffic? 

• from lighting or cooling systems? 

• from sources of electromagnetic radiation (effects on nearby 
sensitive equipment as well as people)? 

• from any other sources? 

Brief Description 

did not identify any at the works area. This is reflected in the 
findings from recent site surveys, which identified cherry laurel 
on the eastern bank of the river. 

The scheme will not produce any noise and vibration or 
release of light, heat energy or electromagnetic radiation 
during the operational phase. The primary impacts would be 
limited to the construction phase, in particular noise and 
vibration generated from piling activities. 

(f) Risk of accidents, having regard in particular to substances or technologies used 

Will there be a risk of accidents during construction or operation 
of the development which could have effects on people or the 
environment? 

• from explosions, spillages, fires etc. from storage, handling, 
use or production of hazardous or toxic substances? 

• from events beyond the limits of normal environmental 
protection e.g. failure of pollution control systems? 

• from any other causes? 

• could the development be affected by natural disasters 
causing environmental damage (e.g. floods, earthquakes, 
landslip, etc.)? 

Yes 

Will the development involve use, storage, transport, handling or Yes 
production of substances or materials which could be harmful to 
people or the environment (flora, fauna, water supplies)? 

• use of hazardous or toxic substances? 

• potential changes in occurrence of disease or effect on 
disease carriers (e.g. insect or water borne diseases)? 

• effect on welfare of people (e.g. change of living conditions) 

• effects on vulnerable groups (e.g. the elderly)? 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) Rivers 

There is a risk of construction accidents if there is poor 
management and implementation of control systems such 
as injury or fatality due to construction traffic.er release of 
pollutants into the Shimna River for example. Working near 
or within a watercourse also poses risks to humans and the 
water environment itself, particularly in light of the extent to 
which the public (including vulnerable users) utilise this 
area recreationally and the ecological sensitivity of the 
watercourse itself. 

The mobilisation of suspended sediments (SS) due to site 
works in general is the greatest pollution risk during 
construction. Pollution of the Shimna River by mobilised SS 
can have significant adverse ecological (flora & fauna) 
impacts. Salmonids are particularly sensitive to reductions in 
water quality, and habitats can be damaged by siltation from 
settlement of SS. 
Any construction activities carried out within or close to the 
Shimna River involve a risk of pollution due to accidental 
spillage. While liquids such as oils, lubricants, paints, 
bituminous coatings, preservatives and weed killers present 
the greatest risk, other materials such as cement can also 
have serious environmental effects. The refuelling of general 

Is the effect likely to be Significant? 

No - the transient impacts of construction-related noise 
and vibration would not result in significant effects. Best 
practicable means of minimising noise on the site must 
be adopted by the appointed contractor. 
In light of the type of works proposed, particularly being in 
river, the greatest concern in this regard would be from a 
fisheries perspective, and as such this aspect has been 
given thorough consideration within the Roughing Grill 
Impact Assessment Report (as included within Appendix B), 
with a suite of mitigation measures proposed that address 
piling requirements and timing off works. There are also a 
range of aquatic biodiversity mitigation requirements set out 
within the EMP. As such, no significant adverse effects are 
anticipated. 

No - the EMP includes site-specific method statements 
for all operations where there is a risk of environmental 
damage. These show how the proposed methods of 
construction shall restrict impacts on the environment, 
and how contingency plans and emergency procedures 
shall limit damage caused by accidents, spillage or any 
other unforeseen events. The method statements shall 
include notification procedures to the relevant 
authorities/environmental bodies. The Contractor shall 
liaise with the local community during the Contract and 
the Council to facilitate ongoing usage of the area as 
much as is practicably possible during construction. 

No - the appointed contractor shall be required to 
undertake due care and attention when working in the 
vicinity of the Shimna River and associated tributaries 
and where necessary, a wide range of prescriptive 
mitigation measures shall be implemented to ensure 
protection of the water environment. Being in a very 
sensitive water environment, it will be necessary for the 
Contractor to undertake all works in a precautionary 
manner, specifically targeted to avoid pollution of the 
water environment. On this basis, the Contractor shall be 
required to prepare a Pollution Control and Contingency 
Plan (incorporating a Silt Management Plan) to 
appropriately manage the works. 
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Shimna River Roughing Grill 

Characteristics of the Scheme 

Other characteristics: potential physical changes (topography, 
land use, changes in water bodies etc.) from construction, 
operation or decommissioning of the development: 

• permanent or temporary change in land use, land cover or 
topography including increases in intensity of land use? 

• clearance of existing land, vegetation & buildings? 

• Peat land disturbance and/ or degradation leading to; 
carbon release, damage to habitats, affecting land stability 
or hydrology? 

• creation of new land uses? 

• pre-construction investigations e.g. boreholes, soil testing? 

• construction or demolition works? 

• temporary sites or housing for construction workers? 

• above ground buildings, structures or earthworks including 
linear structures, cut & fill or excavations? 

• facilities for storage of goods or materials? 

• facilities for treatment or disposal of solid wastes or liquid 
effluents? 

• impounding, damming, culverting, realignment or other 
changes to the hydrology of watercourses or aquifers? 

• stream crossings? 

• changes in water bodies or the land surface affecting 
drainage or run-off? 

• transport of personnel or materials for construction, 
operation or decommissioning? long term dismantling or 
decommissioning or restoration works? 

• introduction of alien species? 

• loss of native species or genetic diversity? any other 
changes? 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) Rivers 

Yes/No 

Yes 

Brief Description 

construction plant also poses a significant risk of pollution, 
depending on how and where it is carried out. 

The project would include 7no. piles to be installed as part of 
the roughing grill directly into the river bed. Each pile would 
extend 4m above bed level and spaced at 3m centres 
diagonally across the channel to encourage debris to be 
deposited at the bank. The height and spacing of the piles 
have been purposefully designed so that they aim to trap 
only the type of debris that would result in a blockage at the 
New Bridge, such as large woody debris (LWD). This is 
typically branches, large limbs, root boles or entire trees that 
have fallen into the river. It is not designed to trap smaller 
branches, twigs and leaf litter, which is typically known as 
Coarse Woody Debris (CWD), which would more commonly 
be transported downstream by the river under normal flow 
conditions. 
The existing access from Tipperary Lane would be utilised 
to facilitate construction and future access for maintenance 
to the roughing gril l, of which the proposed location is readily 
accessible from this access lane with minimal disturbance to 
the riparian corridor expected. A temporary piling platform 
would be placed across the river channel to allow the 
installation of piles using a piling rig. This platform would be 
removed following the completion of the works. 

Is the effect likely to be Significant? 

No - Whilst the project would result in a 
hydromorphological modification of the Shimna River, the 
effect of this change is not deemed to be significant, as 
whilst the impact will be localised, it is not anticipated that 
it would result in a change to the physical habitat and/or 
the water bodies' natural functioning. As such, it is not 
envisaged that it would compromise the attainment of 
any WFD objectives and status. This aspect has also 
been considered within the Roughing Grill Impact 
Assessment Report (as included within Appendix B). 
The EMP also sets out procedures, standards, work 
practices and management responsibilities for the 
implementation of specified mitigation measures 
developed to address environmental impacts. It shall: 

• act as a continuous link and main reference document for 
environmental issues between the design, construction, 
maintenance and operation stages of the project; 

• demonstrate how construction activities and supporting 
design shall properly integrate the requirements of 
environmental legislation, policy, good practice, and those 
of the regulatory authorities and third parties; 

• record environmental risks and identify how they will be 
managed during construction; 

• record the objectives, commitments and mitigation 
measures to be implemented together with programme 
and date of achievement; 

• identify key staff structures and responsibilities associated 
with the delivery of the project and environmental control 
and communication and training requirements as 
necessary; 

• describe the Contractor's proposals for ensuring that the 
requirements of the environmental design are achieved, or 
are in the process of being achieved, during the Contract 
Period; 

• act as a vehicle for transferring key environmental 
information at handover; and 

• provide a review, monitoring and audit mechanism to 
determine effectiveness of, and compliance with, 
environmental control measures and how any necessary 
corrective action shall take place. 

AECOM 
12 



Shimna River Roughing Grill 

Table 3.2. EIA Screening Checklist in relation the location of the Scheme 

Localiorl of the Scheme 

(a) Existing Land Use 

Are there existing land uses on or around the location which 
could be affected by the development , e.g. homes, gardens , 
other private property, industry, commerce, recreation, public 
open space, community facilities, agriculture, forestry, tourism, 
water catchments, functional floodplains, mining or quarrying? 

Are there any areas on or around the location which are 
occupied by sensitive land uses e.g. hospitals, schools, 
places of worship, community facilities,IM'lich could be 
affected? 

Yes/No 

No 

No 

Brief Description 

As outlined previously, the works would be contained entirely within 
the confines of the Shimna River riparian corridor. Whilst the site is 
located close to the urban fringe of Newcastle, no existing land uses 
on or around the location are anticipated to be affected by the 
development ( directly or indirectly). 

The project does have an indirect flood prevention benefit in that 
the grill's fundamental purpose is to reduce the potential for flood 
related debris and sediment accumulating (and subsequently 
obstructing the river channel) at the New Bridge (Bryansford 
Road) during flood events. Based upon the outcome of flood risk 
modelling and anecdotal evidence of flood related debris being a 
contributing factor to flooding within the Bryansford Road area, 
any opportunity to limit the amount of debris that could reach the 
bridge, would reduce the risk of the flood def ences associated 
with the Shimna River FAS being overtopped, or not functioning in 
the manner intended. 

Is the effect likely to be Significant? 

No - The roughing gril l does not prevent f looding, in 
fact, it would contribute to an increased risk of 
localised flooding within its immediate environs at 
times of excessive flow due to the potential for 
debris build up within the grill. The proposed 
location of the roughing gri ll has been determined 
on the basis that any contribution made to an 
increase in localised flooding could be 
accommodated without unacceptable risk to 
property or environment. Again, the roughing grill 
would be subject to routine maintenance activities 
to remove debris which has accumulated along the 
roughing grill, which would reduce the risk of out of 
channel flooding. 

No - the proper functioning of the roughing grill would 
contribute to improved functionality and performance 
of the Shimna River FAS. The indirect benefit of this is 
that it would give rise to the protection of sensitive 
land uses within the wider Newcastle area, that have 
historically been subject to inundation as a result of 
major flood events. 

Is the development located in a previously undeveloped area No 
where there will be loss of greenfield land? 

As outlined previously, the works would be contained entirely within No - see comments above. 
the confines of the Shimna River riparian corridor. 

(b) Relative abundance, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources in the area 

Are there any areas on or around the location which contain 
important, high quality or scarce resources which could be 
affected by the development? 

• groundwater resources 

• surface waters 

• forestry 

• agriculture 

• fisheries 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) Rivers 

Yes The Shimna River is an important river for salmonids and other 
species and forms an effective wildlife corridor.The river is in a 
highly natural state due to limited human interference. It is of 
particular note for the naturalness of the river channel, which exhibits 
all the physical attributes of in-channel features, flow and riverbed 
types, typical of unaltered upland rivers. It has been designated as an 
Area of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI) as detailed below. 
The Shimna River provides excellent habitat for spawning salmonids, 
with populations of Atlantic Salmon, Brown Trout and Sea Trout 

No - in l ight of the sensitivities of th is environment, 
a fisheries assessment was undertaken and 
reported within the Roughing Grill Impact 
Assessment Report (included within Appendix B). 
Whilst the project would result in a 
hydromorphological modification of the Shimna 
River, the effect of this change is not deemed to be 
significant, as whilst the impact wil l be localised, it 
is not anticipated that it would result in a change to 
the physical habitat and/or the water bodies· natural 
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Shimna River Roughing Grill 

Location of the Scheme 

tourism 
minerals 

(c) Absorption capacity of the natural environment 

Yes/No 

Are there any areas on or around the location which are Yes 
protected under international or national or local legislation for 
their ecological, landscape, cultural or other value, which could 
be affected by the development? 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) Rivers 

Brief Description 

present. 
Marginal semi-natural vegetation along the Shimna River is limited, 
except at its headwater, and is generally confined to a narrow belt of 
woodland. This woodland is mainly confined to the riverbank and 
adjacent slopes. 
The walking routes along the river are a valuable tourism asset within 
the Newcastle area, which forms a hub point f or services and 
hospitality on a range of rambling and walking routes through the 
Mourne Mountains, a significant number of which pass directly 
through the scheme area. 

The works would have a direct impact upon Shimna River ASSI, 
which has been designated for the physical features of the river and 
associated riverine flora and fauna. 
The works proposed may constitute operations and activities which 

Is the effect likely to be Significant? 

functioning. As such, it is not envisaged that it 
would compromise the attainment of any WFD 
objectives and status. 
The site selection process determined its suitability 
partly based on available infrastructure already 
being in place. The impact would be very localised 
and contained within a section of the river that is 
well enclosed by surrounding terrain and mature 
riparian vegetation. 
Access to the river will not require any vegetation 
clearance, though on the east bank, there may be 
the need to cut back some Cherry Laurel, which is 
an invasive species. Potential f or impact to habitats 
(i.e. protected species, breeding birds) is 
considerable minimised on this basis. 
The EMP (included within Appendix C) sets out a 
broad range of mitigation and monitoring 
requirements for terrestrial and aquatic biodiversity 
including pre-construction surveys. 
Being in a very sensitive water environment, it will 
be necessary for the Contractor to undertake all 
works in a precautionary manner, specifically 
targeted to avoid pollution of the water 
environment. On this basis, the Contractor shall be 
required to prepare a Pollution Control and 
Contingency Plan (incorporating a Silt Management 
Plan) to appropriately manage the works. 
Specific method statements will be produced for 
each site works area, detailing the work to be 
undertaken, the risk to the environment (whether 
ecological or water etc.) and detail the pollution 
control measures to be implemented. 
Whilst walking/rambling routes will be affected in 
the short-term, it is envisaged that in the long-term 
continued through access along the river would not 
be hindered, nor would it negate the potential for 
establishing extension or improved linkages within 
this area. 

No - note comments above 
Given the sensitivity of the receiving water 
environment, particularly the selection features of 
the ASSI, an enhanced system of ecological 
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Shimna River Roughing Grill 

Location of the Scheme 

Are there any areas on or around the location which are 
protected under international or national or local legislation for 
their ecological, landscape, cultural or other value, which could 
be affected by the development? 

Are there any other areas on or around the location which are 
important or sensitive for reasons of their ecology: 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Df l) Rivers 

Yes/No 

Yes 

No 

Brief Description 

would appear to DAERA likely to damage the flora, fauna and 
physiographical features of the area. 
The Shimna River is also zoned as a Site of Local Nature 
Conservation Importance (SLNCI) for similar reasons as to those 
described above. 
Although not directly affected by the works, a hydrological pathway 
could be established to Murlough Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC)/ASSI as it is located approximately 800m downstream of the 
site. 

The works would have a direct impact upon Local Landscape 
Policy Area (LLPA) 2 Bryansford Road - EnnisKeen Hotel and 
large houses and Shimna River Corridor, as designated within the 
Ards and Down Area Plan 2015. W ithin the study area, it is 
designated for: 

• areas of woodland and important tree groups - substantially 
wooded corridor of high environmental quality and visual amenity 
provides a good visual entrance feature into town; 

• original character defined by low density housing and areas of fine 
wooded landscape; 

• river significant for salmon fishing and breeding and local nature 
conservation interest - river and trees support a range of habitats 
and species; 

• public access along river alongside Tipperary Wood linking to 
Tipperary Lane with potential for extension and linkage with 
T ollymore Forest Park; and landform backdrop to river 
emphasises visual significance of the area. 

The Northern Ireland Landscape Character Assessment describes 
the town's dramatic mountain setting and the strong contrasts 
between the mountains, the flat dune landscape at the shore, and the 
series of river valleys which radiate inland from the town. It refers to 
areas of locally distinctive landscape within the town, including the 
Shimna valley, Tipperary Wood and Donard Park and the river 
corridors associated with the Glen, the Tullybrannigan and the Burren 
rivers. 
The area is also located within the Mourne Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB). It is not located within a Marine 
Conservation Zone (MCZ). 

The main aspects of ecological importance and sensitivity have 
been addressed above. 

Is the effect likely to be Significant? 

supervision shall be implemented during installation 
of mitigation measures and monitoring provision. 
The Contractor shall consult and comply with the 
requirements of DAERA with respect to the site or 
species protected by law, which are likely to be 
affected by the construction, establishment and 
maintenance of the site. 
Specific method statements will be produced for 
each site works area, detailing the work to be 
undertaken, the risk to the environment (whether 
ecological or water etc.) and detail the pollution 
control measures to be implemented. 

No - the impact would be very localised and 
contained within a section of the river that is wel l 
enclosed by surrounding terrain and mature riparian 
vegetation. This will limit considerably the potential 
for adverse landscape or visual impacts beyond the 
immediate confines of the site. 
The roughing grill would be located approximately 
80m upstream of the existing fish counter I gauging 
station, so whilst each of the piles would be quite 
high, they would be within the same reach of the 
river that has already been locally subject to 
hydromorphological modification, and thus would 
not be out of scale and character. 
The location also used to be a crossing point, so 
already has the necessary access infrastructure in 
place to service the piles as part of any routine 
maintenance and debris clearance regime. 

See comments made above. 
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Shimna River Roughing Grill 

Location of the Scheme 

• wetlands, watercourses or other water bodies; 

• the coastal zone; 

• mountains, forests or woodlands; 

• nature reserves and parks. 

Are there any areas on or around the loc-ation in which 
species and habitats of Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
importance are present? 

Are there any areas on or around the location which are 
used by protected, important or sensitive species of fauna or 
flora e.g. for breeding, nesting, foraging, resting, 
overwintering, migration, which could be affected? 

Are there any inland, coastal, marine or underground waters 
on or around the location which could be affected? 

Are there any groundwater source protection zones or areas 
that contribute to the recharge of groundwater resources? 

Are there any areas or features of high landscape or scenic 
value on or around the location which could be affected? 

Are there any routes or facilities on or around the location 
which are used by the public for access to recreation or other 
faci lities ,IMlich could be affected? 

Are there any transport routes on or around the location 
which are susceptible to congestion or which cause 
environmental problems.which could be affected? 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) Rivers 

Yes/No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Brief Description 

The Newry, Mourne and Down Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
(LBAP) 2017-2022 identifies the importance offish species and 
the risks associated with physical degradation of habitats, with the 
Department identified as a key body to improve habitats where 
appropriate. It also identifies the importance of woodland, in 
particular mixed ashwoods, as found in the Newcastle Valleys. 
Key threats include habitat loss and/or fragmentation, and local 
action includes increasing the woodland cover and new woodland 
planting schemes on publicly accessible land. 

A broad suite of ecological surveys were undertaken as part of the 
Shimna River FAS, these included Phase 1 Habitat, Otter, 
Badger, Bat, Red squirrel and Breeding Bird surveys. 

Note previous comments. 

NIA 

The works would have a direct impact upon Local Landscape 
Policy Area (LLPA) 2 Bryansford Road - Enniskeen Hotel and 
large houses and Shimna River Corridor, as designated within the 
Ards and Down Area Plan 2015. It is also located within the 
Mourne AONB. 

A multitude of walking/rambling routes pass along the river 
corridor and through the works area, including the Ulster Way, 
Mourne Way and Newcastle Way. 

NIA 

Is the effect likely to be Significant? 

No - note previous comments. 

No - Section 5.6 of the EMP (included within 
Appendix C) prescribes the mitigation measures 
necessary for the Contractor to implement in order to 
prevent or reduce adverse impacts upon ecological 
receptors, especially where the predicted impacts of 
the Project may result in a significant effect. It also 
takes into account the legal requirements associated 
with statutory protected sites and species. These will 
equally be applicable to the roughing grill project. 

No - note previous comments. 

NIA 

No - note previous comments. 

No - whilst walking/rambling routes will be affected 
in the short-term, it is envisaged that in the long
term continued through access along the river 
would not be hindered, nor would it negate the 
potential for establishing extension or improved 
linkages within this area. 

NIA 

AECOM 
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Location of the Scheme Yes/No 

Is the development in a location where it is likely to be highly No 
visible to many people? 

Are there any areas or features of historic or cultural 
importance on or around the location which could be 
affected? 

No 

Are there any areas on or around the location which are already No 
subject to pollution or environmental damage e.g. where existing 
legal environmental standards are exceeded, which could be 
affected? 

Is the location of the development susceptible to earthquakes, No 
subsidence, landslides, erosion, flooding or extreme or adverse 
climatic conditions e.g. temperature inversions, fogs, severe 
winds, which could cause the development to present 
environmental problems? 

(d) Transboundary nature of the impact 

Is there potential for transboundary impact? 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) Rivers 

No 

Brief Description 

The extent of existing mature woodland that bounds the Shimna 
River and the terrain would screen the roughing grill from the 
majority of visual receptors. 

The closest archaeological site is the Scheduled St Gillan's Fort 
fronting onto Bryansford Road, approximately 208m north-west of 
the site. There is no other known area or feature of historic or 
cultural importance on or around the location which could be 
affected. 

NIA 

The area is susceptible to flooding but the scheme will alleviate this. 

NIA 

Is the effect likely to be Significant? 

No - those worst affected by the scheme would be 
transient users who are either passing through the 
area or utilising Island Park, and this may in fact 
become a feature of interest. 

No - The appointed contractor must properly assess 
and plan for the archaeological implications of the 
project where development may affect land with 
archaeological significance or potential. The 
Contractor shall ensure that the destruction of 
archaeological remains will be avoided wherever 
possible and should never take place without prior 
archaeological excavation and recording. 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

AECOM 
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4. Consideration whether proposed drainage works have 
significant effects on the environment 

4.1 EIA Screening Conclusions 

As per the requirements of Regulation 7 of the Drainage (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017, the specified information on proposed drainage works of the 
type listed in Annex II to the Directive, and the selection criteria in Schedule 28 to the Drainage Order, 
have been screened within Tables 3.1 and 3.2. 

In consideration of this, it is concluded that the likelihood of significant environmental effects can be 
ruled out in light of the physical characteristics of the whole project and the environmental sensitivity 
of the geographical area likely to be affected. This reasoned conclusion has been reached on the 
basis that whilst the roughing grill would be located within sensitive sites such as Shimna River ASSI 
and Mourne AONB, in consideration of its nature, size, scale and location, it would not give rise to 
environmental impacts that would result in significant environmental effects within the designated 
area. This conclusion also is fundamentally based upon the principle that the roughing grill shall be 
developed in accordance with the requirements of: 

• 'Shimna River Roughing Grill: Identification of a preferred location and the assessment of 
potential impacts on fisheries interests' (November 2020); and 

• 'Shimna River Flood Alleviation Scheme EMP' (February 2021 ). 

It is again worth noting that it has been deemed that the project is not of the type listed in Annex 11 , a 
precautionary principle was applied in this instance in light of the sensitivity of the receiving water 
environment. Subsequent to this, it is confidently concluded that the roughing grill would not give rise 
to potential significant effects that would justify undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA). 

4.2 Notice of Determination 

Pursuant to Regulation 7 of the Drainage (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2017, the Department having taken into account, so far as relevant, the criteria set out in 
Schedule 28 to the Drainage Order (as detailed above) and the available results of other 
environmental assessments required under Union legislation (other than legislation implementing the 
requirements of the Directive), shall determine that the proposed drainage works are not likely to have 
significant effects on the environment. 

In light of this, the Department shall by general and local advertisement: 

a) state that it proposes to carry out the drainage works in question; 

b) describe briefly the nature, size and location of the proposed drainage works; 

c) state that it does not propose to prepare an environmental statement in respect of the 
drainage works, and the main reasons why with reference to the relevant criteria in Schedule 
28 to the Drainage Order; 

d) state any features of the project and/or measures envisaged to avoid or prevent any 
significant adverse effects on the environment; 

e) state that any person may make representations to the Department in writing in relation to the 
likely environmental effects of the proposed drainage works at an address specified in the 
notice within 30 days of the date of the publication of the notice in the Belfast Gazette; and 

f) describe what other information relating to the environmental effects of the proposed drainage 
works is available and give details of where it can be obtained. 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) Rivers AECOM 
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Where the Department publishes an advertisement (as set out above), it shall, on or before the date 
of the publication of the notice in the Belfast Gazette, send a copy of that notice to each of the 
consultation bodies. 

The Department shall make available to the public concerned any additional information which is 
relevant to a case to which this regulation applies but which only becomes available after the 
publication of the advertisements. 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) Rivers AECOM 
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Appendix A · Site Photos 
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