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e In2014/15, 8.1% of students enrolled at NI HEIs were self reported as having a disability.

e Achange to the methodology in 2014/15 (the inclusion of Open University enrolments
where the national centre is located in Northern Ireland, see Note 4) has led to an increase
in the percentage of disabled students compared with previous years, as OU has a larger
than average proportion of disabled students.

e Of those NI domiciled students enrolled at NI HEls who were asked to provide their religion
in 2014/15 (excluding those at the Open University), 30.8% of students gave their religion as
‘Protestant’, while 47.9% of students gave their religion as ‘Roman Catholic’ and 21.3% of
students fell into the ‘Other’ or ‘Not Known’ categories.
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Source: HESA

Notes:

1. Information on disability and ethnicity is collected on the basis of a student's self assessment.

2. Information on religion, marital status and dependents is only collected for NI domiciled students studying at NI HE institutions.

3. Religious affiliation is not a mandatory question and therefore can have a high non-response rate.

4, From the 2014/15 academic year onwards, DfE no longer counts the Open University as a wholly English institution, but splits it
between England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, depending on where the national centre is located. Figures for the previous
academic years have been updated to reflect this change.

5. Enrolments at the OU (where the national centre is located in NI) have been removed from the figures for religion, marital status and
dependents due to high levels of unknowns.

6. To prevent the identification of individuals, figures in the attached table are rounded to the nearest 5, with 0, 1, 2 rounded to 0. Due to
rounding, the sum of numbers in each row or column may not match the total shown.

7. Percentages are based on unrounded figures.

More Higher Education statistics are available from:
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-economic-research/higher-education-
statistics
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