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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council area covers approximately 
728 square kilometres with the majority of the population concentrated in 
Newtownabbey and Antrim plus the smaller towns of Ballyclare, Crumlin and 
Randalstown. Currently there are 51 primary and 10 post primary schools as 
detailed in the information below. 

The graph below detail the past, current and projected school age pupils in 
attendance at schools within the Council area – the projected data was sourced 
from Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

Tables 1 and 2 below details the average costings for the schools within the 
council area based on the 2019/20 financial year.

The information below will be considered in more detail within an Operation 
Plan which will be published in parallel with the final Strategic Area Plan in June 
2022.
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51
Primary 
Schools

32 Controlled
11 Catholic Maintained
5 Contolled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated
2 Irish Medium

20 
Rural
Schools

13 Controlled
4 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled Integrated
2 Irish Medium

31 
Urban 
Schools

19 Controlled
7 Catholic Maintained
4 Controlled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

11 
Schools Enrolment 
Below the Enrolment 
Threshold

8 Controlled
1 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled Integrated
1 Irish Medium

5 
Schools with fewer than 
4 FTE Teachers (2020/21

5 schools

Places 
Available (2020/21)

3,081

Schools below 105 with 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

6 schools

Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 11 schools below 
the enrolment threshold to find 
a sustainable model of primary 
provision through a phased 
programme.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of primary 
schools.

• Consider areas that are currently 
served by clusters of small schools 
with the aim of finding sustainable 
solutions that meet the needs of the 
families in that area.

• Reduce the number of pupils taught 
in classes of more that two year 
groups.
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10 
Post Primary 
Schools

3 Controlled
2 Controlled Grammar
2 Controlled Integrated
2 Catholic Maintained
1 Voluntary Grammar

2  
Schools with total 
Years 8 to 12 Below 
500

1 Controlled Integrated
1 Catholic Maintained 

1 
Schools with Post 16 
Below 100

1 Controlled

Places Available 
(2020/21)

500

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Schools with Sixth 
Form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500, sixth 
form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

0 schools

Post-Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 2 schools below 500 to 
find a sustainable model of post-
primary provision.

• Work with the 1 school with Post 
16 provision below 100 to promote 
greater collaboration and a viable and 
sustainable post-16 curriculum and 
avoid duplication.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of post-primary 
schools.
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Ards and North Down Borough Council

Ards and North Borough Council area covers approximately 591 square 
kilometres with the majority of the population concentrated across Bangor, 
Newtownards, Holywood, Comber and Donaghadee towns with each located 
in the north of the Council.  Currently there are 45 primary and 12 post primary 
schools as detailed in the information below. 

The graph below details the past, current and projected school age pupils in 
attendance at schools within the Council area – the projected data was sourced 
from the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

Tables 3 and 4 below details the average costings for the schools within the 
council area based on the 2019/20 financial year.

The information below will be considered in more detail within an Operation 
Plan which will be published in parallel with the final Strategic Area Plan in June 
2022.
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45
Primary 
Schools

31 Controlled
9 Catholic Maintained
5 Contolled Integrated

17
Rural
Schools

11 Controlled
3 Catholic Maintained
3 Controlled Integrated

28 
Urban 
Schools

20 Controlled
6 Catholic Maintained
2 Controlled Integrated

8 
Schools Enrolment 
Below the Enrolment 
Threshold

4 Controlled
2 Catholic Maintained
2 Controlled Integrated

2 
Schools with fewer than 
4 FTE Teachers (2020/21

1 Controlled
1 Catholic Maintained

Places 
Available (2020/21)

1,268

Schools below 105 with 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

5 schools

Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 8 schools below the 
enrolment threshold to find a 
sustainable model of primary 
provision through a phased 
programme.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of primary 
schools.

• Consider areas that are currently 
served by clusters of small schools 
with the aim of finding sustainable 
solutions that meet the needs of the 
families in that area.

• Reduce the number of pupils taught 
in classes of more that two year 
groups.
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12 
Post Primary 
Schools

4 Controlled
2 Catholic Maintaied
2 Controlled Grammar
2 Voluntary Grammar
1 Controlled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

3  
Schools with total 
Years 8 to 12 Below 
500

2 Controlled
1 Catholic Maintained 

3
Schools with Post 16 
Below 100

1 Controlled
1 Controlled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

Places Available 
(2020/21)

342

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

3 schools

Schools with Sixth 
Form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

1 school

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500, sixth 
form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

0 schools

Post-Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 3 schools below 500 to 
find a sustainable model of post-
primary provision.

• Work with the 3 schools with Post 
16 provision below 100 to promote 
greater collaboration and a viable and 
sustainable post-16 curriculum and 
avoid duplication.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of post-primary 
schools.
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Armagh City, Banbridge 
and Craigavon Borough Council

Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council area covers 
approximately 1,458 square kilometres with the majority of the population 
concentrated in the main settlements of Armagh, Craigavon Urban Area, 
Banbridge, Tandragee, Dromore, Markethill and Keady. Currently there are 90 
primary and 23 post primary schools as detailed in the information below. 

The graph below details the past, current and projected school age pupils in 
attendance at schools within the Council area – the projected data was sourced 
from Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

Tables 5 and 6 below details the average costings for the schools within the 
council area based on the 2019/20 financial year.

The information below will be considered in more detail within an Operation 
Plan which will be published in parallel with the final Strategic Area Plan in June 
2022.
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90
Primary 
Schools

47 Controlled
38 Catholic Maintained
3 Grant Maintained Integrated
2 Irish Medium

56
Rural
Schools

31 Controlled
25 Catholic Maintained

34 
Urban 
Schools

16 Controlled
13 Catholic Maintained
3 Grant Maintained Integrated
2 Irish Medium

20
Schools Enrolment 
Below the Enrolment 
Threshold

12 Controlled
7 Catholic Maintained
1 Other Maintained

6 
Schools with fewer than 
4 FTE Teachers (2020/21

3 Controlled
2 Catholic Maintained
1 Other Maintained

Places 
Available (2020/21)

2,004

Schools below 105 with 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

5 schools

Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 20 schools below 
the enrolment threshold to find 
a sustainable model of primary 
provision through a phased 
programme.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of primary 
schools.

• Consider areas that are currently 
served by clusters of small schools 
with the aim of finding sustainable 
solutions that meet the needs of the 
families in that area.

• Reduce the number of pupils taught 
in classes of more that two year 
groups.



Planning for Sustainable Provision 13

draft Strategic Area Plan 2022-27
 

23 
Post Primary 
Schools

10 Controlled
3 Controlled Grammar
5 Catholic Maintained
3 Voluntary Grammar
1 Controlled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

7
Schools with total 
Years 8 to 12 Below 
500

5 Controlled
1 Catholic Maintained 
1 Controlled Integrated

2
Schools with Post 16 
Below 100

1 Controlled
1 Controlled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

Places Available 
(2020/21)

410

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

6 schools

Schools with Sixth 
Form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500, sixth 
form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Post-Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 7 schools below 500 to 
find a sustainable model of post-
primary provision.

• Work with the 2 schools with Post 
16 provision below 100 to promote 
greater collaboration and a viable and 
sustainable post-16 curriculum and 
avoid duplication.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of post-primary 
schools.
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Belfast City Council

Belfast City Council area covers approximately 124 square kilometres with the 
population residing in the core urban area of Belfast City along with smaller 
settlements of Edenderry, Hannahstown and Loughview also contained within 
the Council area. Currently there are 93 primary and 32 post primary schools as 
detailed in the information below. 

The graph below details the past, current and projected school age pupils in 
attendance at schools within the Council area – the projected data was sourced 
from Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

Tables 7 and 8 below details the average costings for the schools within the 
council area based on the 2019/20 financial year.

The information below will be considered in more detail within an Operation 
Plan which will be published in parallel with the final Strategic Area Plan in June 
2022.
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93
Primary 
Schools

44 Controlled
36 Catholic Maintained
8 Irish Medium
3 Grant Maintained Integrated
2 Controlled Integrated

1
Rural
Schools

1 Grant Maintained 
Integrated

92 
Urban 
Schools

44 Controlled
36 Catholic Maintained
8 Irish Medium
2 Grant Maintained Integrated
2 Controlled Integrated

6
Schools Enrolment 
Below the Enrolment 
Threshold

0 
Schools with fewer than 
4 FTE Teachers (2020/21

2 Controlled
1 Controlled Irish Medium
2 Irish Medium
1 Catholic Maintained

Places 
Available (2020/21)

5,091

Schools below 105 with 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

5 schools

Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 6 schools below the 
enrolment threshold to find a 
sustainable model of primary 
provision through a phased 
programme.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of primary 
schools.

• Consider areas that are currently 
served by clusters of small schools 
with the aim of finding sustainable 
solutions that meet the needs of the 
families in that area.

• Reduce the number of pupils taught 
in classes of more that two year 
groups.

No Schools
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32
Post Primary 
Schools

4 Controlled 
3 Controlled Grammar
8 Catholic Maintained
2 Grant Maintained Integrated
14 Voluntary Grammar
1 Irish Medium

1
Schools with total 
Years 8 to 12 Below 
500

1 Catholic Maintained 

3
Schools with Post 16 
Below 100

2 Catholic Maintained
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

Places Available 
(2020/21)

225

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Schools with Sixth 
Form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

1 school

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500, sixth 
form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

1 school

Post-Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 1 school below 500 to find 
a sustainable model of post-primary 
provision.

• Work with the 3 schools with Post 
16 provision below 100 to promote 
greater collaboration and a viable and 
sustainable post-16 curriculum and 
avoid duplication. 

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of post-primary 
schools.
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Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council

Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council area covers approximately 1,980 
square kilometres with the main towns being Coleraine, Limavady, Ballymoney 
and Ballycastle alongside a number of smaller towns and villages. Currently 
there are 79 primary and 16 post primary schools as detailed in the information 
below.

The graph below details the past, current and projected school age pupils in 
attendance at schools within the Council area – the projected data was sourced 
from Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

Tables 9 and 10 below details the average costings for the schools within the 
council area based on the 2019/20 financial year.

The information below will be considered in more detail within an Operation 
Plan which will be published in parallel with the final Strategic Area Plan in June 
2022.
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79
Primary 
Schools

40 Controlled
32 Catholic Maintained
3 Controlled Integrated
2 Grant Maintained Integrated
2 Irish Medium

55
Rural
Schools

29 Controlled
25 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled Integrated

24 
Urban 
Schools

11 Controlled
7 Catholic Maintained
2 Irish Medium
2 Grant Maintained Integrated
2 Controlled Integrated

37
Schools Enrolment 
Below the Enrolment 
Threshold

16 Catholic Maintained
18 Controlled
2 Irish Medium
1 Controlled Integrated

14 
Schools with fewer than 
4 FTE Teachers (2020/21

10 Catholic Maintained
4 Controlled

Places 
Available (2020/21)

4,128

Schools below 105 with 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

13 schools

Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 37 schools below 
the enrolment threshold to find 
a sustainable model of primary 
provision through a phased 
programme.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of primary 
schools.

• Consider areas that are currently 
served by clusters of small schools 
with the aim of finding sustainable 
solutions that meet the needs of the 
families in that area.

• Reduce the number of pupils taught 
in classes of more that two year 
groups.
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16 
Post Primary 
Schools

5 Controlled
4 Catholic Maintained
4 Voluntary Grammar
1 Controlled Grammar
1 Grant Maintained 
1 Irish Medium

9
Schools with total 
Years 8 to 12 Below 
500

3 Catholic Maintained 
3 Controlled
1 Grant Mintained Integrated
1 Irish Medium
1 Voluntary Grammar

6
Schools with Post 16 
Below 100

2 Catholic Maintained
2 Controlled
1 Grant Maintained Integrated
1 Irish Medium

Places Available 
(2020/21)

1,264

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

5 schools

Schools with Sixth 
Form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

0 schools

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500, sixth 
form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

0 schools

Post-Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 9 schools below 500 to 
find a sustainable model of post-
primary provision.

• Work with the 6 schools with Post 
16 provision below 100 to promote 
greater collaboration and a viable and 
sustainable post-16 curriculum and 
avoid duplication. 

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of post-primary 
schools.
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Derry City and Strabane District Council

Derry City and Strabane Council area covers approximately 1,245 square 
kilometres with the majority of the population residing in the main urban areas 
of Derry City, Strabane alongside smaller towns of Castlederg, Newtownstewart 
and Sion Mills. Currently there are 65 primary and 14 post primary schools as 
detailed in the information below.

The graph below details the past, current and projected school age pupils in 
attendance at schools within the Council area – the projected data was sourced 
from Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

Tables 11 and 12 below details the average costings for the schools within the 
council area based on the 2019/20 financial year.

The information below will be considered in more detail within an Operation 
Plan which will be published in parallel with the final Strategic Area Plan in June 
2022.
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23 
 

 

 
Table 11:  Primary - Derry City and Strabane District Council Area     

Pupil 
Number 
Range 

Number  
of Schools 

Total  
Pupils 

Average 
Number of 

Pupils 

Expenditure 
Per Pupil  

(£) 

Average 
Teaching Costs 

Per Pupil  
(£) 

Average Pupil 
Teacher Ratio 

Per School 
0-60 10 251 25 6,039 4,344 11.13 
61-105 12 904 75 4,536 3,340 19.14 
106-210 19 2810 148 3,896 2,901 21.4 
211-300 10 2398 240 3,749 2,788 23.21 
301-420 8 2819 352 3,436 2,623 22.91 
421-500 5 2198 440 3347 2592 24.42 
501-630 3 1640 547 3,087 2,448 23.16 
631+ 2 1478 739 3245 2549 24.29 
Grand Total 69 14,498 210 3,618 2,747 20.33 

 
Table 12:  Post-Primary - Derry City and Strabane District Council Area     

Pupil 
Number 
Range 

Number 
of 

Schools 

Total Pupils 
Years 8-12 
(Inc Special 

Units) 

Total 
Pupils 
Years  
13-15 

Total  
Pupils 
Years  
8-15 

Average 
Number 

of 
Pupils 

Expenditure 
Per Pupil 

(£) 

Average 
Teaching 
Costs Per 

Pupil 
(£) 

Average 
Pupil 

Teacher 
Ratio 
Per 

School 
(£) 

0-250 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 
251-500 3 1,240 152 1,392 464 5,315 4,014 14.95 
501-700 5 3,055 698 3,753 751 4,940 3,700 16.96 
701-900 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 
901-1000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 
1000+ 1 1,320 263 1,583 1,583 4,620 3,665 15.72 
Total 9 5,615 1,113 6,728 748 4,942 3,756 16.16 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2029 2032 2035
Years 1 to 7 14,891 14,803 14,719 15,018 14,869 14,689 14,387 14,216 14,004 13,755 13,279 12,745 12,316
Years 8 to 12 9,483 9,617 9,881 10,076 10,337 10,568 10,814 10,759 10,682 10,644 10,346 9,911 9,384
Post 16 2,414 2,331 2,343 3,788 3,733 3,800 3,901 4,092 4,263 4,265 4,365 4,154 3,946
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65
Primary 
Schools

39 Catholic Maintaind
21 Controlled
3 Irish Medium
1 Controlled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

27
Rural
Schools

16 Catholic Maintained
11 Controlled Integrated

38
Urban 
Schools

23 Catholic Maintained
10 Controlled
3 Irish Medium
1 Controlled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

17
Schools Enrolment 
Below the Enrolment 
Threshold

9 Catholic Maintained
6 Controlled
1 Irish Medium
1 Controlled Integrated

9 
Schools with fewer than 
4 FTE Teachers (2020/21

5 Catholic Maintained
3 Controlled
1 Controlled Integrated

Places 
Available (2020/21)

4,329

Schools below 105 with 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

6 schools

Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 17 schools below 
the enrolment threshold to find 
a sustainable model of primary 
provision through a phased 
programme.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of primary 
schools.

• Consider areas that are currently 
served by clusters of small schools 
with the aim of finding sustainable 
solutions that meet the needs of the 
families in that area.

• Reduce the number of pupils taught 
in classes of more that two year 
groups.



Planning for Sustainable Provision 25

draft Strategic Area Plan 2022-27
 

14 
Post Primary 
Schools

6 Catholic Maintained
4 Voluntary Grammar
2 Controlled
1 Controlled Grammar
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

3
Schools with total 
Years 8 to 12 Below 
500

1 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled
1 Controlled Grammar

5
Schools with Post 16 
Below 100

2 Catholic Maintained
2 Controlled
1 Controlled Grammar

Places Available 
(2020/21)

876

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Schools with Sixth 
Form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500, sixth 
form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Post-Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 3 schools below 500 to 
find a sustainable model of post-
primary provision.

• Work with the 5 schools with Post 
16 provision below 100 to promote 
greater collaboration and a viable and 
sustainable post-16 curriculum and 
avoid duplication. 

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of post-primary 
schools.
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Fermanagh and Omagh District Council

Fermanagh and Omagh District Council area covers approximately 3,000 square 
kilometres with two main towns in the Council area, Enniskillen and Omagh. A 
high proportion of the population lives outside of these towns and are spread 
across a wide rural area in villages and small settlements. Currently there are 80 
primary and 19 post primary schools as detailed in the information below. 

The graph below details the past, current and projected school age pupils in 
attendance at schools within the Council area – the projected data was sourced 
from Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

Tables 13 and 14 below detail the average costings for the schools within the 
council area based on the 2019/20 financial year.

The information below will be considered in more detail within an Operation 
Plan which will be published in parallel with the final Strategic Area Plan in June 
2022.
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80
Primary 
Schools

49 Catholic Maintained
27 Controlled
2 Grant Maintained Integrated
2 Irish Medium

68
Rural
Schools

44 Catholic Maintained
23 Controlled
1 Irish Medium

12
Urban 
Schools

5 Catholic Maintained
4 Controlled
2 Grant Maintained
1 Irish Medium

39
Schools Enrolment 
Below the Enrolment 
Threshold

23 Catholic Maintained
15 Controlled
1 Irish Medium

25 
Schools with fewer than 
4 FTE Teachers (2020/21

12 Catholic Maintained
12 Controlled
1 Irish Medium

Places 
Available (2020/21)

3,432

Schools below 105 with 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

14 schools

Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 39 schools below 
the enrolment threshold to find 
a sustainable model of primary 
provision through a phased 
programme.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of primary 
schools.

• Consider areas that are currently 
served by clusters of small schools 
with the aim of finding sustainable 
solutions that meet the needs of the 
families in that area.

• Reduce the number of pupils taught 
in classes of more that two year 
groups.
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19
Post Primary 
Schools

9 Catholic Maintained
2 Controlled
1 Controlled Grammar
2 Grant Maintained Integrated
5 Voluntary Grammar

11
Schools with total 
Years 8 to 12 Below 
500

7 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled
1 Controlled Grammar
1 Grant Maintained Integrated
1 Voluntary Grammar

6
Schools with Post 16 
Below 100

3 Catholic Maintained
2 Controlled
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

Places Available 
(2020/21)

1,165

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

4 schools

Schools with Sixth 
Form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500, sixth 
form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Post-Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 11 schools below 500 
to find a sustainable model of post-
primary provision.

• Work with the 6 schools with Post 
16 provision below 100 to promote 
greater collaboration and a viable and 
sustainable post-16 curriculum and 
avoid duplication. 

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of post-primary 
schools.
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Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council

Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council area covers approximately 518 square 
kilometres with the majority of the population residing in the main urban areas 
of Lisburn City, Greater Urban Areas of Lisburn and Castlereagh and smaller 
towns of Carryduff, Hillsborough and Moira. Currently there are 38 primary and 
9 post primary schools as detailed in the information below. 

The graph below details the past, current and projected school age pupils in 
attendance at schools within the Council area – the projected data was sourced 
from Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

Tables 15 and 16 below detail the average costings for the schools within the 
council area based on the 2019/20 financial year.

The information below will be considered in more detail within an Operation 
Plan which will be published in parallel with the final Strategic Area Plan in June 
2022.
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38
Primary 
Schools

27 Controlled
7 Catholic Maintained
3 Grant Maintained Integrated
1 Controlled Integrated

17
Rural
Schools

12 Controlled
3 Catholic Maintained
2 Grant Maintained Integrated

21
Urban 
Schools

15 Controlled
4 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

2
Schools Enrolment 
Below the Enrolment 
Threshold

1 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled

1
Schools with fewer than 
4 FTE Teachers (2020/21

1 Controlled

Places 
Available (2020/21)

992

Schools below 105 with 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

1 school

Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 2 schools below the 
enrolment threshold to find a 
sustainable model of primary 
provision through a phased 
programme.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of primary 
schools.

• Consider areas that are currently 
served by clusters of small schools 
with the aim of finding sustainable 
solutions that meet the needs of the 
families in that area.

• Reduce the number of pupils taught 
in classes of more that two year 
groups.
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9
Post Primary 
Schools

4 Controlled
2 Voluntary Grammar
1 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

1
Schools with total 
Years 8 to 12 Below 
500

1 Catholic Maintained

4
Schools with Post 16 
Below 100

2 Controlled
1 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled Integrated

Places Available 
(2020/21)

316

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Schools with Sixth 
Form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

3 schools

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500, sixth 
form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Post-Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 1 school below 500 to find 
a sustainable model of post-primary 
provision.

• Work with the 4 schools with Post 
16 provision below 100 to promote 
greater collaboration and a viable and 
sustainable post-16 curriculum and 
avoid duplication. 

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of post-primary 
school.
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Mid and East Antrim Borough Council

Mid and East Antrim Borough Council area covers approximately 1,045 square 
kilometres with the majority of the population residing in the main urban areas 
of Ballymena, Carrickfergus and Larne with the remaining population located in 
smaller towns and villages. Currently there are 56 primary and 13 post primary 
schools as detailed in the information below.

The graph below details the past, current and projected school age pupils in 
attendance at schools within the Council area – the projected data was sourced 
from Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

Tables 17 and 18 below detail the average costings for the schools within the 
council area based on the 2019/20 financial year.

The information below will be considered in more detail within an Operation 
Plan which will be published in parallel with the final Strategic Area Plan in June 
2022.
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Table 17:  Primary - Mid and East Antrim Borough Council Area 

Pupil 
Number 
Range 

Number of 
Schools Total Pupils 

Average 
Number of 

Pupils 

Expenditure 
Per Pupil  

(£) 

Average 
Teaching Costs 

Per Pupil  
(£) 

Average Pupil 
Teacher Ratio 

Per School 
0-60 6 228 38 5,542 4,002 14.6 
61-105 8 656 82 4,215 3,073 17.64 
106-210 18 2780 154 3,463 2,603 21.68 
211-300 8 2001 250 3,139 2,403 23.87 
301-420 13 4965 382 3,096 2,343 24.35 
421-500 0 0 0 0 0 0 
501-630 0 0 0 0 0 0 
631+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Grand Total 53 10,630 201 3,322 2,503 21.25 

 
Table 18:  Post-Primary - Mid and East Antrim Borough Council Area 

Pupil 
Number 
Range 

Number 
of 

Schools 

Total Pupils 
Years 8-12 
(Inc Special 

Units) 

Total 
Pupils 

Years 13-
15 

Total  
Pupils 

Years 8-15 

Average 
Number 

of 
Pupils 

Expenditure 
Per Pupil 

(£) 

Average 
Teaching 
Costs Per 

Pupil 
(£) 

Average 
Pupil 

Teacher 
Ratio 
Per 

School 
(£) 

0-250 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 
251-500 1 414 75 489 489 5,431 4,117 13.81 
501-700 4 2,429 480 2,909 727 4,598 3,563 16.30 
701-900 2 1,437 300 1,737 869 4,536 3,415 16.34 
901-1000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 
1000+ 1 1,043 147 1,190 1,190 4,952 3,742 15.14 
Total 8 5,323 1,002 6,325 791 4,712 3,599 15.85 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2029 2032 2035
Years 1 to 7 11,127 11,144 11,127 11,934 11,910 11,807 11,631 11,476 11,334 11,165 10,790 10,466 10,217
Years 8 to 12 8,742 8,873 8,913 8,733 8,836 8,886 8,932 8,862 8,842 8,805 8,676 8,330 7,894
Post 16 2,084 2,030 2,212 3,291 3,320 3,423 3,516 3,624 3,608 3,557 3,624 3,493 3,423
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56
Primary 
Schools

41 Controlled
11 Catholic Maintained
3 Grant Maintained Integrated
1 Controlled Integrated

27
Rural
Schools

20 Controlled
6 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled Integrated

29
Urban 
Schools

21 Controlled
5 Catholic Maintained
3 Grant Maintained Integrated

15
Schools Enrolment 
Below the Enrolment 
Threshold

11 Controlled
3 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled Integrated

7
Schools with fewer than 
4 FTE Teachers (2020/21

5 Controlled
1 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled Integrated

Places 
Available (2020/21)

2,309

Schools below 105 with 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

8 schools

Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 15 schools below 
the enrolment threshold to find 
a sustainable model of primary 
provision through a phased 
programme.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of primary 
schools.

• Consider areas that are currently 
served by clusters of small schools 
with the aim of finding sustainable 
solutions that meet the needs of the 
families in that area.

• Reduce the number of pupils taught 
in classes of more that two year 
groups.



Planning for Sustainable Provision 37

draft Strategic Area Plan 2022-27
 

13
Post Primary 
Schools

4 Controlled
2 Controlled Grammar
3 Voluntary Grammar
2 Catholic Maintained
2 Grant Maintained Integrated

1
Schools with total 
Years 8 to 12 Below 
500

1 Catholic Maintained

3
Schools with Post 16 
Below 100

1 Controlled
1 Catholic Maintained
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

Places Available 
(2020/21)

334

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

1 school

Schools with Sixth 
Form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

2 schools

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500, sixth 
form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

1 school

Post-Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 1 school below 500 to find 
a sustainable model of post-primary 
provision.

• Work with the 3 schools with Post 
16 provision below 100 to promote 
greater collaboration and a viable and 
sustainable post-16 curriculum and 
avoid duplication. 

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of post-primary 
schools.
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Mid Ulster District Council

Mid Ulster District Council area covers approximately 1,955 square kilometres 
with the majority of the population residing in the urban areas of Cookstown, 
Dungannon, Coalisland, Magherafelt, Maghera as well as a number of smaller 
towns and villages spread across the area. Currently there are 96 primary and 
20 post primary schools as detailed in the information below. 

The graph below details the past, current and projected school age pupils in 
attendance at schools within the Council area – the projected data was sourced 
from Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

Tables 19 and 20 below detail the average costings for the schools within the 
council area based on the 2019/20 financial year.

The information below will be considered in more detail within an Operation 
Plan which will be published in parallel with the final Strategic Area Plan in June 
2022.
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Table 19:  Primary - Mid Ulster District Council Area 

Pupil 
Number 
Range 

Number of 
Schools 

Total  
Pupils 

Average 
Number of 

Pupils 

Expenditure 
Per Pupil  

(£) 

Average 
Teaching Costs 

Per Pupil  
(£) 

Average Pupil 
Teacher Ratio Per 

School 
0-60 12 429 36 5,558 3,801 13.64 
61-105 29 2470 85 3,776 2,778 20.42 
106-210 37 5872 159 3,293 2,562 22.09 
211-300 11 2681 244 3,057 2,332 24.14 
301-420 1 310 310 3,152 2,318 23.48 
421-500 1 468 468 4014 3021 21.17 
501-630 3 1680 560 3,218 2,344 24.98 
631+ 1 751 751 4449 2934 22.8 
Grand Total 95 14,661 154 3,468 2,596 20.85 

 
Table 20:  Post-Primary - Mid Ulster District Council Area 

Pupil 
Number 
Range 

Number 
of 

Schools 

Total Pupils 
Years 8-12 
(Inc Special 

Units) 

Total 
Pupils 

Years 13-
15 

Total  
Pupils 

Years 8-15 

Average 
Number 

of 
Pupils 

Expenditure 
Per Pupil 

(£) 

Average 
Teaching 
Costs Per 

Pupil 
(£) 

Average 
Pupil 

Teacher 
Ratio 
Per 

School 
(£) 

0-250 1 163 0 163 163 5,316 4,290 13.69 
251-500 6 2,374 262 2,636 439 4,913 3,708 16.29 
501-700 3 1,801 375 2,176 725 4,859 3,659 16.05 
701-900 2 1,572 369 1,941 971 4,781 3,731 15.96 
901-1000 1 975 299 1,274 1,274 4,598 3,613 15.57 
1000+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 
Total 13 6,885 1,305 8,190 630 4,826 3,697 15.93 

 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2029 2032 2035
Years 1 to 7 15,283 15,369 15,347 15,703 15,685 15,611 15,556 15,346 15,171 14,996 14,518 14,074 13,847
Years 8 to 12 11,157 11,543 11,857 10,770 11,063 11,308 11,423 11,526 11,485 11,416 11,438 11,112 10,545
Post 16 2,669 2,647 2,730 3,816 4,016 4,129 4,230 4,385 4,561 4,665 4,597 4,553 4,540
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96
Primary 
Schools

55 Catholic Maintained
32 Controlled
5 Irish Medium
3 Grant Maintained Integrated
1 Other Maintained

82
Rural
Schools

51 Catholic Maintained
28 Controlled
2 Irish Medium
1 Other Maintained

14
Urban 
Schools

4 Controlled
4 Catholic Maintained
3 Grant Maintained Integrated
3 Irish Medium

36
Schools Enrolment 
Below the Enrolment 
Threshold

18 Catholic Maintained
14 Controlled
3 Irish Medium
1 Other Maintained

14
Schools with fewer than 
4 FTE Teachers (2020/21

9 Controlled
4 Catholic Maintained
1 Other Maintained

Places 
Available (2020/21)

2,374

Schools below 105 with 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

9 schools

Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 36 schools below 
the enrolment threshold to find 
a sustainable model of primary 
provision through a phased 
programme.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of primary 
schools.

• Consider areas that are currently 
served by clusters of small schools 
with the aim of finding sustainable 
solutions that meet the needs of the 
families in that area.

• Reduce the number of pupils taught 
in classes of more that two year 
groups.
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20
Post Primary 
Schools

8 Catholic Maintained
5 Controlled
5 Voluntary Grammar
2 Grant Maintained Integrated

5
Schools with total 
Years 8 to 12 Below 
500

3 Controlled
2 Catholic Maintained

5
Schools with Post 16 
Below 100

2 Controlled
2 Catholic Maintained
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

Places Available 
(2020/21)

507

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

5 schools

Schools with Sixth 
Form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

4 schools

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500, sixth 
form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

3 schools

Post-Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 5 schools below 500 to 
find a sustainable model of post-
primary provision.

• Work with the 5 schools with Post 
16 provision below 100 to promote 
greater collaboration and a viable and 
sustainable post-16 curriculum and 
avoid duplication.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of post-primary 
schools.
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Newry, Mourne and Down District Council

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council area covers approximately 1,700 
square kilometres with the majority of the population residing in the urban 
areas such Newry City, Downpatrick, Warrenpoint, Kilkeel, Newcastle, Ballyna-
hinch as well as a number of smaller towns and villages spread across the area. 
Currently there are 98 primary and 25 post primary schools as detailed in the 
information below. 

The graph below details the past, current and projected school age pupils in 
attendance at schools within the Council area – the projected data was sourced 
from Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

Tables 21 and 22 below detail the average costings for the schools within the 
council area based on the 2019/20 financial year.

The information below will be considered in more detail within an Operation 
Plan which will be published in parallel with the final Strategic Area Plan in June 
2022.
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Table 21:  Primary - Newry, Mourne and Down District Council Area 

Pupil 
Number 
Range 

Number of 
Schools 

Total  
Pupils 

Average 
Number of 

Pupils 

Expenditure 
Per Pupil  

(£) 

Average 
Teaching Costs 

Per Pupil  
(£) 

Average Pupil 
Teacher Ratio 

Per School 
0-60 10 436 44 5,690 4,407 13.35 
61-105 30 2528 84 4,007 3,088 18.48 
106-210 27 4483 166 3,296 2,537 22.53 
211-300 12 2882 240 3,323 2,511 23.07 
301-420 13 4864 374 3,280 2,414 24.68 
421-500 4 1879 470 3210 2384 22.88 
501-630 1 508 508 2,698 2,246 24.66 
631+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Grand Total 97 17,580 181 3,431 2,600 20.72 

 
Table2 2:  Post-Primary - Newry, Mourne and Down District Council Area 

Pupil 
Number 
Range 

Number 
of 

Schools 

Total Pupils 
Years 8-12 
(Inc Special 

Units) 

Total 
Pupils 

Years 13-
15 

Total  
Pupils 

Years 8-15 

Average 
Number 

of 
Pupils 

Expenditure 
Per Pupil 

(£) 

Average 
Teaching 
Costs Per 

Pupil 
(£) 

Average 
Pupil 

Teacher 
Ratio 
Per 

School 
(£) 

0-250 2 381 0 381 191 6,585 4,972 12.72 
251-500 8 2,825 444 3,269 409 4,917 3,663 15.95 
501-700 3 1,782 456 2,238 746 4,795 3,630 16.50 
701-900 2 1,531 315 1,846 923 4,751 3,747 16.05 
901-1000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 
1000+ 1 1,275 303 1,578 1,578 4,842 3,753 16.18 
Total 16 7,794 1,518 9,312 582 4,910 3,741 15.68 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2029 2032 2035
Years 1 to 7 17,935 17,895 17,917 18,787 18,693 18,534 18,258 18,039 17,810 17,575 16,995 16,592 16,303
Years 8 to 12 13,414 13,118 13,414 12,852 13,211 13,538 13,723 13,699 13,667 13,597 13,532 12,976 12,378
Post 16 3,253 3,109 3,253 4,724 4,746 4,783 5,001 5,376 5,506 5,520 5,513 5,412 5,213
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98
Primary 
Schools

71 Catholic Maintained
18 Controlled
4 Controlled Integrated
3 Irish Medium
2 Grant Maintained Integrated

71
Rural
Schools

55 Catholic Maintained
11 Controlled
3 Controlled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated
1 Irish Medium

27
Urban 
Schools

16 Catholic Maintained
7 Controlled
2 Irish Medium
1 Controlled Integrated
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

37
Schools Enrolment 
Below the Enrolment 
Threshold

26 Catholic Maintained
8 Controlled
2 Irish Medium
1 Controlled Integrated

10
Schools with fewer than 
4 FTE Teachers (2020/21

7 Catholic Maintained
2 Controlled
1 Controlled Integrated

Places 
Available (2020/21)

2,284

Schools below 105 with 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

13 schools

Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 37 schools below 
the enrolment threshold to find 
a sustainable model of primary 
provision through a phased 
programme.

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of primary 
schools.

• Consider areas that are currently 
served by clusters of small schools 
with the aim of finding sustainable 
solutions that meet the needs of the 
families in that area.

• Reduce the number of pupils taught 
in classes of more that two year 
groups.
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25
Post Primary 
Schools

10 Catholic Maintained
7 Voluntary Grammar
5 Controlled
1 Controlled Grammar
2 Grant Maintained Integrated

11
Schools with total 
Years 8 to 12 Below 
500

6 Catholic Maintained
4 Controlled
1 Grant Maintained Integrated

4
Schools with Post 16 
Below 100

3 Catholic Maintained
1 Controlled

Places Available 
(2020/21)

424

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

5 schools

Schools with Sixth 
Form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

1 school

Schools with Years 8 
to 12 below 500, sixth 
form below 100 and 
deficit >-5% (2019/20)

1 school

Post-Primary Schools

Over the span of the Strategic Area Plan- 
2022 to 2027 - Area Planning will work 
towards the following in ensuring pupils 
have access to high quality education

• Review the 11 schools below 500 
to find a sustainable model of post-
primary provision.

• Work with the 4 schools with Post 
16 provision below 100 to promote 
greater collaboration and a viable and 
sustainable post-16 curriculum and 
avoid duplication. 

• Reduce the number of available 
places through the provision of a 
sustainable network of post-primary 
schools.


