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Equality Screening and Rural Proofing 
Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 requires all public authorities in carrying 
out their functions relating to Northern Ireland, to have due regard to the need to 
promote equality of opportunity between –  

• Persons of different religious belief, political opinion, racial group, age, marital 
status or sexual orientation;  

• Men and women generally;  
• Persons with a disability and persons without; and  
• Persons with dependents and persons without.  

In addition, without prejudice to the above obligation, public authorities must also, in 
carrying out their functions relating to Northern Ireland, have regard to the desirability 
of promoting good relations between persons of different religious belief, political 
opinion or racial group.  

Public authorities are required to screen all policies and make an assessment of the 
likely impact on equality of opportunity and good relations.  A summary of that 
screening process is set out below.  

Information about the policy  

Name of the policy 

 

The revised Child Poverty Strategy  

_______________________________________________________ 

Is this an existing, revised or a new policy? 

Revised policy.  

A previous Child Poverty Strategy ‘Improving Children’s Life Chances’ 2011-14 
was in place. A consultation document, setting out proposals to integrate the Child 
Poverty Strategy with the existing Ten Year Strategy for Children and Young 
People 2006-16 and work to deliver our commitments under UNCRC was put out 
for public consultation in January 2014.  As a result of the consultation, the 
strategy has been amended to focus solely on child poverty.  The Child Poverty 
Strategy has now been developed and  is informed by the previous strategy, 
research, the Child Poverty Outcomes Framework and the Consultation.  

_______________________________________________________ 

What is it trying to achieve? (intended aims/outcomes)  



3 
 

                                                           
 

1 Based on NISRA, Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure 2010 and NI Census 2011, Table: Religion: 
KS211NI. Both available from NINIS, http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/Home.aspx  

The Child Poverty Strategy strives to ensure that no child in Northern Ireland is 
disadvantaged by poverty and seeks to contribute to compliance, at a UK level, of 
the targets set out in the Child Poverty Act 2010 in relation to absolute and relative 
child poverty and combined low income and material deprivation. Its two aims are 
to reduce the number of children in poverty and reduce the impact of poverty on 
children. It complements other strategies which seek to tackle disadvantage (a 
Programme for Government priority) and deliver a sustained reduction in poverty 
and associated issues and an improvement in children and young people’s health, 
well-being and life opportunities (aim of Delivering Social Change Framework.)  

_______________________________________________________ 

Are there any Section 75 categories which might be expected to benefit from the 
intended policy? 

If so, explain how.  

Age: the Strategy is specifically intended to focus on children.  There are also 
specific actions related to young parents (2.6, 3.5, 3.7, 4.7, 4.8) 

Dependants: These actions, in particular the actions set out to achieve the 
Outcome ‘Families experience economic wellbeing’, specifically focus on parents 
with dependent children.   

Persons with disabilities: The strategy includes specific actions in relation to 
persons with disabilities (1.8, 1.14, 2.13) 

Women: Action 1.9 specifically relates to women. Other actions specifically relate 
to young mothers (3.7, 4.8).  

Racial Group : Action 2.11 refers specifically to newcomer pupils and Traveller 
children 

Religious Belief:  This Strategy focuses on children in poverty. Higher proportions 
of children in households where the head of the household was Catholic were in 
relative poverty than those households headed by a Protestant in 2013-14 (both 
before and after housing costs). The strategy uses many different measures of 
deprivation, one being the NI Multiple Deprivation Measure 2010. Fourteen of the 
20 most deprived areas identified by the NI Multiple Deprivation Measure are 
majority Catholic.1  
_______________________________________________________ 

http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/Home.aspx
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Implementation factors 

Are there any factors which could contribute to/detract from the intended 
aim/outcome of the policy/decision? 

If yes, are they 

 

financial  

 

legislative 

 

other, please specify _________________________________ 

 

Main stakeholders affected 

Who are the internal and external stakeholders (actual or potential) that the policy 
will impact upon? 

 

staff 

service users 

other public sector organisations 

voluntary/community/trade unions 

other, please specify – children and parents/families 

 

Who initiated or wrote the policy?  

OFMDFM with contributions from all other Executive departments. This document 
has been informed by the Child Poverty Outcomes Framework, the review of the 
Child Poverty Strategy 2011-14; and pertinent points from the consultation on the 
wider Delivering Social Change for Children and Young People document.  

_______________________________________________________ 

Who owns and who implements the policy? NI Executive 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
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Other policies with a bearing on this policy 
Chapter 3 and Annex E of the Strategy set out the many strategies and policies with 
a bearing on this policy.  

The NI Executive and its departments are the owners of a majority of these policies; 
however, as is the case of the UK Child Poverty Strategy, many of the policy factors 
influencing child poverty originate at Westminster.  

Available evidence  

 

 

 

 

Section 75 
category  

Details of evidence/information 

Religious belief  
Higher proportions of children in households where the head of 
the household is Catholic are in relative poverty, both before 
housing costs (BHC) and after housing costs (AHC), than those 
households headed by a Protestant. In 2013-14, 26% BHC and 
28% AHC of children in Catholic-headed households were in 
relative poverty. For Protestant-headed households the proportion 
in relative poverty was 22% BHC and 23% AHC2.  

Fourteen of the 20 most deprived areas in the NI Multiple 
Deprivation Measure 2010 are majority Catholic.3  

During consultation, the ‘growing gap in achievement of girls over 
boys (particularly the gap between the achievements of Catholic 
girls compared with the underachievement of protestant boys’ was 
raised by respondents within the Education sector. 

Political opinion  We will explore what information might be required in terms of 
political opinion in taking forward specific elements of the strategy. 

                                                           
 

2  DSD, Households below average income 2013-14, https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/households-
below-average-income-2013-14 
3  Based on NISRA, Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure 2010 and NI Census 2011, Table: Religion: 
KS211NI. Both available from NINIS, http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/Home.aspx 

http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/Home.aspx
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Racial group  Reports suggest that experiences of poverty exist for some people 
from minority ethnic groups4. Irish Traveller households have high 
levels of disadvantage in, for example, employment, economic 
activity and accommodation needs. 5 

Age  
This strategy refers specifically to children under the age of 18 
and their families.  

In 2013-14 children living in families with a mother under 30 years 
old were most at risk of being in relative poverty, at 29% BHC.  On 
the AHC measure this was more obvious, at 38%, compared to 
only 20% if the mother was between 30 and 39 years old.6 

 

In total, 45% of children, which equates to 196,000 children, lived 
in a family which has a youngest child under the age of 5 in 2013-
14.  Over one fifth (22%) of these children are considered to be in 
relative poverty BHC.  In comparison households with the 
youngest child aged between 11 and 15 were most likely to be in 
poverty at 30% (both BHC and AHC).7 

Marital status  
 

Children living in lone-parent families were more likely to be in 
relative poverty when compared with children living in families 
with two adults in 2013-14. The percentage of children in relative 
poverty for lone parent families was 25% (BHC), whereas the 
percentage of children in low income households for couples with 
children was 22% (BHC).  On the AHC measure the difference in 
poverty levels between these two family types was more 
substantial, 37% compared to 22%.8 

 

Sexual 
orientation 

We will explore what information might be required in terms of 
sexual orientation in taking forward specific elements of the 

                                                           
 

4 http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/poverty-ethnicity-northern-ireland 
5 ECNI Statement on Key Inequalities in NI, 2007 
6 DSD, Households below average income 2013-14, https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/households-below-
average-income-2013-14 
7 Ibid 
8 Ibid 

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/poverty-ethnicity-northern-ireland
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strategy. 

Men and 
women 
generally 

During consultation, the ‘growing gap in achievement of girls over 
boys particularly the gap between the achievements of Catholic 
girls compared with the underachievement of Protestant boys’ 
was raised.  

Women are more likely to be lone parents9 – and children living in 
lone-parent families were more likely to live in low income 
households than those in families with two adults.10  

Disability 
 

In 2013-14 approximately 120,000 children in Northern Ireland 
lived in families where someone is disabled (either an adult or 
child).  A higher proportion of children living in families with a 
disabled person were in relative poverty (26%) than those children 
living in families where there no-one is disabled (22%), BHC.  On 
the AHC measure a similar pattern was observed.11 

Dependants This strategy specifically targets parents with dependants and 
their dependent children. Larger families are generally more likely 
to be in poverty than smaller families.  In 2013-14 children living in 
families with three or more children were most likely to be in 
relative poverty at 31% BHC and 32% AHC.12 

 

Needs, experiences and priorities 

Section 75 
category  

Details of needs/experiences/priorities 

Religious belief  
During consultation, the ‘growing gap in achievement of girls over 
boys particularly the gap between the achievements of Catholic 
girls compared with the underachievement of Protestant boys’ 
was raised.  

In 2013-14, higher proportions of children in households where 
                                                           
 

9 NI Census 2011, Table KS107, Lone Parent Households with Dependent Children 
10 DSD, Households below average income 2013-14, https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/households-
below-average-income-2013-14 
11 Ibid 
12 Ibid 
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the head of the household was Catholic were in relative poverty, 
both before housing costs (BHC) and after housing costs (AHC), 
than those households headed by a Protestant.13 

 

Political opinion  Our research to date has not identified any specific needs relating 
to this strategy regarding Political Opinion but we would be very 
open to reviewing this in light of further information we may 
receive.   

Racial group  As part of the consultation Minority Ethnic parents were consulted 
directly in the development of this strategy. Minority ethnic 
children are more vulnerable to poverty. Black and minority ethnic 
and Traveller children may have special needs in relation to 
education or may not have the same access to mainstream 
education.  

Age  Young parents are at a particular risk of poverty and may need 
specific advice and support in relation to health, parenting, 
housing and accessing Further Education. Children in poverty are 
particularly vulnerable to ill physical and mental health and poor 
educational outcomes: ‘Children born into low-income households 
are more likely to experience developmental and health problems 
from birth, and to accumulate health risks as they grow older 
(Roberts, 2002)14.’ Obesity in Year 1 pupils is more marked in 
deprived areas.15 The rate of hospital admissions of those aged 0-
17 with self harm diagnoses (rate per 100,000) in deprived areas 
is higher than the NI average16. Consultation highlighted young 
people have particular needs in relation to housing, particularly if 
they face homelessness.  

Marital status  
Lone parents were more likely to be in poverty in 2013-1417and 
have particular needs in relation to childcare and housing (as 
noted in public consultation).  

                                                           
 

13 Ibid 
14 http://www.jrf.org.uk/system/files/2301-child-poverty-costs.pdf 
15 DHSSPS, Child Health System 
16 DHSSPS Hospital Inpatient System 
17 DSD, Households below average income 2013-14, https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/households-
below-average-income-2013-14 
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Sexual 
orientation 

Our research to date has not identified any specific needs relating 
to this strategy regarding Sexual Orientation but we would be very 
open to reviewing this in light of further information we may 
receive.   

Men and 
women 
generally 

During consultation, various sources highlighted that boys in low 
income families are at a greater risk of educational 
underachievement and may have particular needs in relation to 
early intervention and educational support.  Many lone parents are 
women and have specific needs in relation to childcare and 
finding suitable employment.  

Disability Families in which someone is disabled (either parent or child) 
were at a higher risk of poverty in 2013-1418. Parents of children 
with disabilities have particular needs in relation to childcare and 
may need additional support. Children with disabilities require 
additional support in relation to education and transport. Children 
of parents with disabilities may have carer responsibilities and 
may need additional support in relation to education and health. 
During consultation, it was raised that persons with disabilities 
often feel more vulnerable to crime.  

Dependants Large families are generally at a higher risk of poverty19 and have 
particular needs in relation to childcare and housing.   

 

Screening questions  

1   What is the likely impact on equality of opportunity for those affected by this 
policy, for each of the Section 75 equality categories? minor/major/none 

Section 75 
category  

Details of policy impact  Level of impact?    
minor/major/none 

                                                           
 

18 Ibid 
19 Ibid 
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Religious belief In 2013-14, higher proportions of children in 
households where the head of the 
household was Catholic were in relative 
poverty, both before housing costs (BHC) 
and after housing costs (AHC), than those 
households headed by a Protestant.20 

The intention is that the 
strategy will have a 
positive impact and 
address inequalities; it 
is not envisaged that 
there will be adverse 
impact in terms of 
religion. 

Political opinion  We are not aware of particular impacts in 
relation to political opinion. The benefits of 
this Strategy are targeted at all low income 
families with children regardless of political 
opinion. 

The intention is that the 
strategy will have a 
positive impact and 
address inequalities; it 
is not envisaged that 
there will be adverse 
impact in terms of 
political opinion. 

Racial group  Work to address particular educational 
needs of minority ethnic groups will be 
considered and taken forward - Action 2.11 
refers specifically to newcomer pupils and 
Traveller children.   

The intention is that the 
strategy will have a 
positive impact and 
address inequalities; it 
is not envisaged that 
there will be adverse 
impact in terms of race. 

Age Positive impact on children across all 
outcomes. There are also specific actions 
to support young parents (actions 2.6, 3.5, 
3.7, 4.7 and 4.8).  

The intention is that the 
strategy will have a 
positive impact and 
address inequalities; it 
is not envisaged that 
there will be adverse 
impact in terms of age. 

Marital  status  The Child Poverty Strategy is for all low-
income families with children regardless of 
the marital status of parents. The strategy 
includes actions to address the needs of 
lone parents, for instance, childcare and 
support (Actions 1.7, 1.9) which may make 
a positive impact on single, separated, 

The intention is that the 
strategy will have a 
positive impact and 
address inequalities; it 
is not envisaged that 
there will be adverse 
impact in terms of 
marital status. 

                                                           
 

20 Ibid 
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divorced or widowed parents.  

Sexual 
orientation 

This strategy should benefit all children in 
low income families regardless of sexual 
orientation.  

The intention is that the 
strategy will have a 
positive impact and 
address inequalities; it 
is not envisaged that 
there will be adverse 
impact in terms of 
sexual orientation. 

Men and women 
generally  

Action 1.9 specifically relates to women 
with children. There are also specific 
actions to support young mothers (actions 
3.7,and 4.8), however support to young 
fathers is also available (including action 
4.7).  

 

The intention is that the 
strategy will have a 
positive impact and 
address inequalities; it 
is not envisaged that 
there will be adverse 
impact in terms of 
gender. 

Disability The strategy includes specific actions in 
relation to persons with disabilities (1.8, 
1.14, and 2.13). Children with a statement 
of special educational needs and who 
require a special diet are entitled to Free 
School Meals regardless of other (income-
based) criteria.  

The intention is that the 
strategy will have a 
positive impact and 
address inequalities; it 
is not envisaged that 
there will be adverse 
impact in terms of 
disability. 

Dependants  This strategy, in particular the outcome 
focused on family economic wellbeing, 
specifically seeks to make a positive impact 
on low-income parents with dependants.  

The intention is that the 
strategy will have a 
positive impact and 
address inequalities; it 
is not envisaged that 
there will be adverse 
impact in terms of 
people with 
dependants. 

 

 2   Are there opportunities to better promote equality of opportunity for people 
within the Section 75 equalities categories? 

Section 75 
category  

If Yes, provide details   If No, provide reasons 

Religious  Support to children in poverty 
will be provided based on 
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belief various elements and 
measures of deprivation 
targeted at children in 
poverty.  

Political 
opinion  

 We are not aware at this 
stage of significant issues in 
relation to children in poverty 
and political opinion vis-a-vis 
the Child Poverty Strategy. 

Racial group  During consultation, action 
specifically targeted at minority 
ethnic and Traveller children was 
called for in relation to additional 
education support. A specific action 
(2.11) has been included in the 
strategy and further consideration of 
targeted support, as needed, will be 
made by the Outcome Groups 
established in the delivery of this 
Strategy.   

 

Age  While this strategy is focused 
on Child Poverty, it includes 
focused actions to improve 
outcomes for children, young 
people and their families. 
Early intervention focused on 
improving outcomes for 
children will have a positive 
impact on society as a whole, 
including intergenerational 
outcomes.  

 

Marital status  All of the actions in this 
strategy seek to help families 
on the basis of objective need 
regardless of the marital 
status of the parents.   

Sexual 
orientation 

 We are not aware at this 
stage of significant issues in 
relation to children in poverty 
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and sexual orientation vis-a-
vis the Child Poverty 
Strategy. 

Men and 
women 
generally  

 While lone parent families 
(many of which are headed 
by women) are particularly 
vulnerable to poverty, actions 
to meet the needs of lone 
parents (such as childcare) 
will be of benefit to both men 
and women. Equally, while 
the educational 
underachievement of boys 
has been raised as a 
concern, educational support 
programmes will provide 
additional support based on 
need, rather than gender.  

Disability During consultation, the particular 
needs of persons with disabilities 
(parents and children) in low income 
families were raised.  Additional 
actions have now been included in 
the Strategy. The strategy includes 
specific actions in relation to persons 
with disabilities (1.8,1.14 and 2.13). 
Ongoing consultation with take place 
with stakeholders to consider 
additional actions, as required.  

Particular needs of persons 
with disabilities have been 
considered and actions have 
been included.    

 Dependants  This strategy is focused on 
parents and children in low 
income families due to their 
particular vulnerabilities.  

3   To what extent is the policy likely to impact on good relations between people of 
different religious belief, political opinion or racial group? minor/major/none 

Good 
relations 
category  

Details of policy impact    Level of impact 
minor/major/none  
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Religious 
belief 

We are aware that many children and young 
people in Northern Ireland, particularly in 
deprived areas, have been negatively 
impacted by the legacy of the conflict.  This 
has been included in our consideration of the 
issues impacting children and families in 
poverty here. Specific actions have been set 
out to promote good relations between children 
from different religious backgrounds while 
improving overall outcomes (2.5,3.6).  

Minor 

Political 
opinion  

We are aware that many children and young 
people in Northern Ireland, particularly in 
deprived areas, have been negatively 
impacted by the legacy of the conflict. This has 
been included in our consideration of the 
issues impacting children and families in 
poverty here. Specific actions have been set 
out to promote good relations between children 
from different community backgrounds while 
improving overall outcomes (2.5, 3.6). The 
previous child poverty strategy informed the 
development of the Together: Building a 
United Community Strategy and it is likely that 
the outcomes set out in this document will 
inform other policies making an impact on 
good relations.  

None.  

Racial group We are not currently aware that there will be a 
specific impact on good relations between 
people of different racial groups. 

None.   

 

4   Are there opportunities to better promote good relations between people of 
different religious belief, political opinion or racial group? 

Good 
relations 
category 

If Yes, provide details   If No, provide reasons 

Religious 
belief 

This Strategy will be a ‘live’ 
document. It will be reviewed on an 
ongoing basis. A Project Board and 
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Outcomes Groups, reporting to the 
Delivering Social Change 
Programme Board and Ministerial 
Sub-Committee and comprising 
departments and key stakeholders, 
will monitor and implement the 
strategy and will liaise with children 
and young people, their 
representatives, key stakeholder 
organisations and the general public. 
Through this ongoing consultation, 
consideration will be given to 
opportunities to promote good 
relations between persons of 
different religious belief which will 
improve the lives of children in low 
income families.   

Political 
opinion  

This Strategy will be a ‘live’ 
document. It will be reviewed on an 
ongoing basis. A Project Board and 
Outcomes Groups, reporting to the 
Delivering Social Change 
Programme Board and Ministerial 
Sub-Committee and comprising 
departments and key stakeholders 
will monitor and implement the 
strategy and will liaise with children 
and young people, their 
representatives, key stakeholder 
organisations and the general public. 
Through this ongoing consultation, 
consideration will be given to 
opportunities to promote good 
relations between persons of 
different political opinion which will 
improve the lives of children in low 
income families.  

 

 

Racial group  This Strategy will be a ‘live’ 
document. It will be reviewed on an 
ongoing basis. A Project Board and 
Outcomes Groups, reporting to the 
Delivering Social Change 
Programme Board and Ministerial 
Sub-Committee and comprising 
departments and key stakeholders 
will monitor and implement the 
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strategy and will liaise with children 
and young people, their 
representatives, key stakeholder 
organisations and the general public. 
Through this ongoing consultation, 
consideration will be given to 
opportunities to promote good 
relations between different racial 
groups which will improve the lives 
of children in low income families.   

 

Additional considerations 

Multiple identity - people who fall into more than one Section 75 category (i.e. 
disabled women; young Protestant men, etc)  

We are very aware that many children and parents with dependent children have 
multiple identities.  We have sought the views of those representing Section 75 
groups in consultation on this strategy. As well as public consultation events and the 
opportunity to respond to the public consultation, we carried out focus groups with 
young people, a consultation event with children and focus groups with parents. 
Participants for these consultation events were taken from all Section 75 groups in 
accordance with the Ask First Principles.   

During consultation, particular concerns in relation to the proposed strategies ability 
to meet the specific needs of vulnerable groups including children with disabilities 
and Minority Ethnic and Traveller children were raised. As a result of these concerns, 
the strategy has been revised to focus on children in poverty and additional specific 
actions have been included to provide for specific needs.   

There will be minor impacts of the strategy on some people with multiple identities, 
such as young people (under 18) with dependants, who are particularly vulnerable to 
poverty and social exclusion. As a result, specific actions will be taken to provide 
advice and support to young parents.   

Information/data collected in relation to any of the Section 75 categories is provided 
in this document.  

Screening decision 

On the basis that we have not identified potential adverse impact on any of 
the section 75 groups; and on the basis that the strategy is intended to 
address inequalities, tackle social inclusion, and operates on the basis of 
objective need; and on the basis that equality screening on implementation of 
the strategy including decisions on policies, programmes, projects and 
funding take place with full equality impact assessments as appropriate; we 
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are not proposing to screen the Child Poverty Strategy in and conduct a full 
equality impact assessment.   

We have consulted with children, young people, parents and the public.  
During this consultation, we ensured the consultation groups included 
representatives of all Section 75 categories. We have commissioned 
research in this area to inform the strategy.  We have responded to the 
concerns raised during consultation and have amended the strategy 
accordingly. The strategy will remain a ‘live’ document. We will establish A 
Project Board and Outcome Groups, reporting to the Delivering Social 
Change Programme Board and Ministerial Sub-Committee and comprising 
departments and stakeholders (providing an Expert Reference), who will 
continue to monitor and review the strategy and its implementation and revise 
it accordingly, including updating it, as required, to take into consideration 
new developments in policy or research findings.  These Groups will also 
liaise with children and young people and other stakeholders and seek to 
respond to needs identified by this beneficiary group.  

For these reasons we consider that an EQIA is not required at this stage but 
the option to carry one out remains open at any stage.    

If the decision is not to conduct an equality impact assessment the public 
authority should consider if the policy should be mitigated or an alternative 
policy be introduced. 

Should we become aware of significant equality issues remaining we will 
reconsider the question of carrying out an EQIA.  

Mitigation  

Where concerns have been raised during the consultation, the revised strategy has 
been amended accordingly.  Minor impacts have been identified in relation to this 
strategy; however, these are intentional because they are specifically designed to 
promote equality of opportunity for particular groups of disadvantaged people.  We 
will continually review the strategy and re-screen if significant evidence or issues 
are raised.   

Timetabling and prioritising 

The UK Child Poverty Act 2010 requires that the NI Executive has a Child Poverty 
Strategy for 2014-17.        

Monitoring 

The Strategy will be monitored on an ongoing basis by a Project Board and 
Outcomes Groups which include delivery partners, such as the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People, who, as well as providing an expert reference group, 
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also seek to safeguard the rights of particularly vulnerable groups and promote 
equality of opportunity.  The Project Board will report to the Delivering Social Change 
Programme Board and Ministerial Sub-Committee. The Strategy will remain a ‘live’ 
document and will be revised and rescreened, if necessary.  
 

RURAL ISSUES 

All Departments are signed up to undertake Rural Proofing of all major polices and 
strategies to ensure that rural needs and circumstances are fully considered during 
the policy making process.  

During consultation, we met with representatives of rural areas during public 
consultation events in Irvinestown, Fermanagh as well as specific consultative 
events with the Rural Community Network and Rural Development Council in 
Stewartstown, County Tyrone. Residents of rural areas were also represented at 
other consultative events, including events in Ballymena and Derry/Londonderry.  
Focus groups with parents included those living in rural areas and consultation with 
children included young people from all wards in Northern Ireland. We also received 
responses from rural residents.  

It is understood that area-based deprivation can be masked in rural areas; and for 
this reason, a number of different measures of deprivation are used including 
eligibility for Free School Meals, homelessness and material deprivation.  

Actions have been included specifically to target people living in rural areas 
(including Actions 1.5, 1.7, 1.10, 2.10 and 4.2). A separate strategy also specifically 
addresses rural poverty. Where possible, actions target objective need.  

Additional actions will be considered as appropriate.  Outcomes Groups will liaise 
with residents of rural areas.   
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