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From:   DORINA EDGAR       
             Area Planning Directorate 
 
Date: 6 January 2016 
 
To:       JOHN O’DOWD MLA 
             Minister for Education     Copy distribution below 
 
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL NO. 424: CLOSURE OF EVISH PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
STRABANE 
 
Issue: To decide on Development Proposal 424, the 

proposal to discontinue Evish Primary School (PS) 
Strabane, with effect from 1 September 2016 or as 
soon as possible thereafter. 
 

Timescale: Routine – however an early decision would clarify 
the position for concerned parents.  
 

Financial/Resource 
Implications: 

In 2014/15 Evish PS Small Schools Support Factor 
was £42,008. Its per capita budget is £4,824 per 
pupil, over 50% higher than the average for a 
primary school in the region. 
 
The school had a small deficit of -£773.00 as at 
March 2015. Any closing deficit would be paid off 
in full from EA Centre Funds. 
 
Should closure be agreed, there may be staffing 
(teaching and non-teaching) costs associated with 
a small number of redundancies (or potentially 
school reorganisation allowances for those who 
wish to redeployed). These are not available at this 
stage of the process. 
 
Transport  
 
All children attending the school on the date of 
closure will qualify for free transport to another 
school of their choice provided it is in excess of 2 
miles from their home address.  

 
FOI Implications: 
 
Statutory Duties Implications 
 

This submission is likely to be fully disclosable. 
 
None. 

Presentational It is likely that there will be local media interest in 
your decision. The Communications Team will 
issue a press release to announce your decision. 
A draft will follow for your consideration once you 
have made a decision. 



 
 

3 
 

 
A copy of this submission (with any appropriate 
redactions) will also be published on the DE 
website.  

 
Recommendation: 
 

On balance, and taking into account all evidence 
provided, it is recommended that you: 
 

 Approve Development Proposal 424. This 
will result in the closure of Evish PS. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

1. On 1 October 2015, the Education Authority (EA), at the request of the Council for 

Catholic Maintained Schools (CCMS) published Development Proposal (DP) No 424, 

proposing the discontinuance of Evish Primary School (PS) from 31 August 2016 or as 

soon as possible thereafter. The two-month statutory objection period on this proposal 

ended on 1 December 2015. A copy of the DP is attached at Appendix A.   

 

BACKGROUND – SCHOOL AND AREA 

 

2. Evish PS is a mixed gender school located on the townland of Evish, three miles from 

the nearest parish school, St Catherine’s PS, Strabane. The school, build in 1962, is a 

three class base school with a pupil capacity of 69. The school is situated in an exposed 

and isolated area. There are no special needs facilities and no multipurpose hall, the 

site being cramped and access to it difficult. 

 

3. The school has approved admissions and enrolment numbers of 10 & 69 respectively. 

Its current enrolment is 43 pupils and it has 26 unfilled places. It has received three 

Year 1 applications (all first preference) for the 2015/16 school year.  

 

4. The WELB Viability Audit of February 2012 indicated no stresses in the criterion of the 

‘children’s educational experiences’ (the measure for this criteria is based on pupil 

performance in English and Mathematics at the end of Key Stage 2).  

 

5. The most recent Condition Survey carried out on the school indicated that £163,973 is 

needed for maintenance work in the school, a significant expenditure for such a small 

school. The classes are all composite classes and the Principal is a teaching Principal. 

 

6. Whilst previously in surplus, Evish PS had a slight deficit as at March 2015 (-0.31% of 

available delegated resources) with forecasts of an irrecoverable deficit in the following 

years.   

 
7. There are 6 maintained primary schools within a 5 mile radius of the school. 

 

CASE FOR CHANGE 

 

8. The proposal is to close the school from 1 September 2016.  The Case for Change 

paper at Annex B sets out the CCMS’s rationale for the closure proposal, the basis of 

which is that the future educational needs of the Evish pupils can be better met in one of 

the other local primary schools.   

 

9. The key factors within the Case for Change are as follows: 
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a) The classes in the school are all composite classes – a three year composite 

class of Y1-Y3, a two year composite class of Y4 and Y5 and a further two year 

composite class of Y6 and Year 7; 

 

b) The steadily declining enrolment at Evish PS, from 62 in the 2006/07 year to 43 in 

the 2014/15 year (the school is under the Sustainable Schools minimum of 105 for 

a rural school). The school enrolment will not increase noticeably above this 

figure; 

 

c) The school projects a year on year deficit for at least the next two years, and is 

dependent on maximum small school support and principal release funding each 

year; 

 

d) Evish PS  occupies a very compact rural site. Access to the site is severely 

restricted; 

 

e) The proposal is in line with DE policy in that the three measureable 

criteria/indicators within the Sustainable Schools Policy (SSP) (attainment, finance 

and enrolments) are not being met. 

 

f) Closure of the school would have the following benefits for the children; 

 

i. No longer taught in composite classes; 

ii. Have access to a school library and resource areas; 

iii. Be in a building fit for purpose; 

iv. Be part of a bigger school allowing for greater peer interaction; 

v. Have access to greater range of teacher specialism’s; 

vi. Have greater access to the range and balance of the primary curriculum; 

vii. 22 of the children would be attending a school that is nearer to their home 

than Evish PS. 

 

g) The Board of Governors have acknowledged the sustainability issues surrounding 

the school and have accepted that closure of the school is inevitable. 

 

CONSULTATION  

Pre-publication consultation  

10. CCMS held two consultation meetings on 11 December 2014, one with staff (teaching 

and non-teaching) and one, jointly, with the Board of Governors and parents. They also 

provided a consultation period to allow parents and others to respond to the CCMS 

recommendations which ran from 11 December 2014 to 23 January 2015. During this 

time they received a total of 16 responses of which approximately 50% were in favour of 

the proposals. 
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11. The EA have also provided confirmation of consultations carried out prior to publication. 

A response was received from St Catherine’s PS, Strabane, one of the nearest schools 

to Evish PS. It is currently oversubscribed and the Principal of the school indicated, 

during the EA pre-publication consultations, that some consideration should be given to 

this issue if the proposal were to be agreed.  

 

Public Consultation following publication 

12. A two month statutory objection period for this proposal commenced on 1 October and 

ended on 1 December 2015, during which time anyone interested or affected by the 

proposal could write directly to the Department.  

 

Correspondence supporting the proposal 

13. DE received two letters in support of the proposal, one from the staff of the school 

(teaching and non-teaching) and one from the Board of Governors of the school. Some 

points arising from these letters are; 

 

 Admissions have declined and enrolments envisaged continuing to decrease 

 Increasing budgetary deficits. 

 Significant expenditure required to carry out maintenance on school building and 

no available room for expansion. 

 External play area is extremely limited. 

 If the school was to reduce to a two teacher school it would be difficult to provide 

the broad and balanced curriculum as required. 

 Whilst the school is important in providing education for the local pupils, it is 

unable to serve as a community hub (lack of space, no assembly hall). 

 

Correspondence objecting to the proposal 

14. DE received three letters opposing the proposal. Some of the points arising from this 

correspondence are; 

 

 The two nearest schools for children are heavily oversubscribed; 

 The next two closest schools have poor numbers and poor budgets – why were 

they not considered for closure; 

 CCMS intervention deterred prospective parents from sending their pupils to 

Evish PS; 

 Could focus not be on maintaining Evish PS - why can the emphasis not be 

placed on making Evish PS another option for parents in the Strabane district to 

send their children to when there is not sufficient spaces in Strabane town? 

 Issues regarding huge classes of 30 children – learn more in a composite class. 

 School has a real sense of community, home from home.  

 Issues with travel and travelling time to new school should Evish PS close. 

  

DE ASSESSMENT OF THE PROPOSAL 
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Sustainability Assessment 

 

15. The SSP sets out six criteria of both quantitative and qualitative indicators which provide 

the framework for consideration of a school’s longer-term sustainability. These criteria 

are considered in all development proposals. The assessment of the school against 

each is outlined below. 

 

Quality Educational Experience 

 

16. The SSP refers to the difficulties small schools encounter in terms of offering a broad 

and balanced curriculum. It recommends a minimum of four teachers and no more than 

two composite classes. ETI advise that ideally a primary school should have a minimum 

of seven classes (one for each year group).  

 

17. Evish PS currently operates 3 classes which are all composite – one is Year 1- Year 3, 

another is Year 4 and Year 5 and the final class is Years 6-7. The Case for Change 

describes the school classrooms as being very small with no special needs facilities or 

multipurpose hall. The school site is cramped and access is difficult. 

 

18. The Education and Training Inspectorate (ETI) as professional educationalists provide 

the main source of evidence in relation to the quality of the education experience.  ETI 

carried out a short inspection in April 2008 in which the quality of education was 

assessed as very good. Strengths identified included a caring/supportive atmosphere, 

hard working and committed teachers, the children’s positive attitude to their learning, 

the very effective leadership of the Principal and high level of 

parent/governor/community support. 

 

19. In relation to performance, the school did not submit Key Stage data for 2013/14. 

However, previous years’ data shows that for pupil outcomes at Key Stage 2 the school 

has been performing consistently above the NI average. The most recent data available 

is for the 2012/13 school year:  

 

o In 2012/13, all of the pupils (7 pupils) attained L4 or above at KS2 in 

Communication (English).  

 

o In 2012/13, all of the pupils (7 pupils) attained L4 or above at KS2 in Using 

Maths.  

 

Stable Enrolment Trends 

 

20. Evish PS’s enrolments have fallen over of years (Table 1). The 2014/15 enrolment of 43 

pupils is below the Sustainable Schools minimum threshold of 105 for a rural primary 

school (Table 2). The approved admissions and enrolment numbers for Evish PS are 10 

and 69 respectively, leaving the school with 26 unfilled places.  
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Table 1: Historical Enrolments at Evish PS  
 

Year 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 

Pupil numbers 52 48 51 46 

Year 1 admissions 6 8 10 5 

 
Table 2: 2014/15 Enrolment at Evish PS 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Total 

4 5 9 8 5 7 5 43 

 
 

Sound Financial Position 

 

21. At March 2015, Evish PS held a cumulative budget deficit of -£773, or -0.31% of 

available delegated resources. At July 2015, the EA considered the school’s financial 

plans unacceptable, with forecasts of an irrecoverable deficit.  The EA’s narrative for 

Evish PS stated that its enrolment was projected to decrease by 11 pupils (26%) from 

43 pupils to 32 over the next three years and that the school planned to reduce the 

current teaching complement of 3.20 FTE to 2.20 FTE at September 2016.   

 

22. The forecast position at March 2018 was a deficit of -£25,160, or -£16.18% of available 

delegated resources.  The most recent available projection, from the Education 

Authority Monthly Expenditure Monitoring Report (MEMR) for September 2015, is a 

deficit of -£23,081 at March 2016. 

 

23. Should the school close, the EA would try to redeploy staff through the Transfer 

Redundancy process. Teachers unsuccessful in gaining redeployment are protected for 

two years under the School Reorganisation Agreement and associated costs are 

covered by EA centre funds.  The EA will have to meet any extra salary costs of 

redeployed teachers protected by the School Reorganisation Agreement. It is not 

possible to provide specific costs at this stage of the process. 

  

24. Any closing surplus will be transferred to EA Centre Contingency Funds; any closing 

deficit will be paid off in full from EA Centre Funds. The Small Schools’ Support 

allocation and additional per capita cost per pupil would cease – it should be noted that 

for Evish PS the Small Schools’ Support Funding is £42,008.  

 

25. The average per capita allocation for an EA Primary School is currently £3,181. 

However Evish PS’s 2015/16 per capita allocation is £4,824 which is over 50% higher 

than the average in the region. 

 

Strong Leadership and Management 
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26. In the inspection of 2008, ETI refer to one of the strengths of Evish PS as being the 

dedication, vision and very effective leadership of the Principal. 

 

Accessibility 

 

27. Evish PS occupies a very compact rural site. CCMS have pointed out that access to the 

site is severely restricted. 

 

Travel / Transport  

 

28. The Sustainable Schools Policy notes that a home to school travel time of less than 30 

minutes is desirable for primary pupils. Travel times in the event of the closure of Evish 

PS are unlikely to exceed this threshold. All children attending the school on the date of 

closure will qualify for free transport to another school of their choice provided it is in 

excess of 2 miles from their home address. 

 

29. The school’s proximity to other maintained primary schools in the local area means that 

the children, should they enrol at these schools, would not be disadvantaged from a 

travel perspective. In addition, they would be able to enrol at significantly more 

sustainable schools and enjoy the advantages of being in larger year groupings 

affording them the academic, social and physical engagement, interaction and 

challenge which Evish PS can no longer offer them. 

 

Strong Links with the Community 

 

30. As the ETI had indicated, one of the strengths of the school was the very high level of 

parent, governor and community support for the school. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

31. This proposal is in line with the WELB Strategic Area Plan for Primary schools of June 

2014 - ‘Managing authority has approved action in regard to this school - CCMS 

has undertaken consultation on the proposed closure of the school. No Development 

Proposal has yet been published’.  

 

32. As at 2014/15 there were 9 pupils in the school recorded as being at SEN stages 1-4, 

with none at stage 5. CCMS and the school have held discussions on the likely 

intentions of the children of Evish PS in terms of their choice of school in the event of 

closure. It has been confirmed that the following procedures would be put in place for 

children on the SEN register Stages 1-4;  

 

 Arrangements for transfer will be discussed in detail with each child’s parents 

 The children’s records relating to all interventions, including those of outside 

agencies, will be updated in preparation for transfer to their chosen school 
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 There will be close coordination between Evish PS and the SEN department 

of the receiving school 

 Arrangements will be made to allow parents and children to visit  the 

receiving school during the summer term 2016 

 

33. Other than maintaining the status quo, one option that was considered by CCMS was 

an amalgamation between Evish PS and St Joseph’s PS, Glenmornan, which is in a 

neighbouring parish. However it was considered that the combined projected 

enrolments of the schools would not present a feasible alternative. 

 

34. In the event of Evish PS closing, the Department will consider granting Temporary 

Variations (TV’s) to facilitate the affected children transferring to other schools in the 

area. However, no advance guarantee of approval can be provided as the Department 

will consider what other provision is available in an area at the point of application. 

CONCLUSION 

35. This proposal requires the Department to consider the balance of educational and wider 

issues. In reaching a decision you should consider how it will ensure that the best 

interests of all pupils in the area are met. 

 

36. The school has a number of detrimental factors impacting on it; 

 

 The school enrolment numbers have been falling steadily over the last number of 

years;  

 The classes in the school are all composite; 

 The school occupies a compact site with severely restricted accessibility; 

 There are no special needs facilities and no multipurpose hall; 

 The school is projected to be in deficit over the next few years; 

 

37. The benefits, should the proposal be approved, include; 

 

 The children would no longer be taught in a composite class of three or four year 

groups; 

 The children would have access to a school library and resource areas; 

 The children would be in a building more fit for purpose; 

 The children would be part of a school with a larger enrolment allowing for greater 

peer interaction and smoother transfer to post primary education; 

 The children would have access to greater range of teacher specialism’s; 

 The children would have greater access to the range and balance of the primary 

curriculum. 

 

38. It should also be noted that both the Board of Governors and staff within the school 

have acknowledged the difficulties that the school has been experiencing and are 
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supportive of the development proposal to close the school. Both groups have provided 

the following commentary; 

 

‘We feel that all the points we have outlined indicate that Development Proposal no. 424 

which states that Evish Primary School, Strabane, discontinues with effect from 31 

August 2016 is the only reasonable consideration for the future education of the children 

in our community. The majority of the pupils currently enrolled in Evish PS will transfer 

to either St Mary’s PS or St Catherine’s PS, Strabane. Most of our pupils had indeed 

been enrolled as nursery pupils for at least a year in one of these 2 schools. This should 

give them a sense of security and thus make the transfer from one primary school to 

another less traumatic.’ 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

39. On balance, and taking account of all the evidence provided, it is recommended that 

you approve DP 424. This will result in the closure of Evish PS. 

 

40.  Also attached for your consideration are the following: 

 

Appendix A:  Development Proposal No 424. 

Appendix B:  CCMS’s Case for Change. 

Appendix C: Statistical Information and inputs. 

Appendix D: Education and Training Inspectorate comment.  

Appendix E:  Annual Area Profile. 

 

 
DORINA EDGAR 

Ext: 59593 
Email: dorina.edgar@deni.gov.uk 
 
Cc  Paul Sweeney 
 Fiona Hepper 
 Katrina Godfrey 
 Noelle Buick 

John Smith 
Jacqui Durkin 

 Lorraine Finlay 
           Grainne McConnell 
 Gráinne Maskey 
 APPT Correspondence 
           Comms Team 
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Appendix A      

Development Proposal No 424 
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Appendix B    
CCMS Case for Change 
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Appendix C        

Statistical Information and Inputs 

 
EVISH PRIMARY SCHOOL STATISTICS 
 
Enrolments (2014/15 approved 69) 

2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

52 48 51 46 43 

 

Intakes (2014/15 approved 10) 

2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

6 8 10 5 4 

 

Enrolment by Year Group (@ October 2014 includes 0 Statemented Pupils) 

P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 Total 

4 5 9 8 5 7 5 43 

 
Historical Enrolments at Schools in the Strabane Area 

 

School School Name 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

2036703 St Catherine’s PS, Strabane - - - - 422 

2036696 St Mary’s PS, Strabane - - 596 596 598 

2032683 
St Joseph’s PS, 

Glenmornan 
33 36 42 39 38 

2036459 St Theresa’s PS, Sion Mills 119 120 117 121 95 

2032682 
St Eugene’s PS, Victoria 

Bridge 
57 66 60 55 57 

2036095 St Mary’s PS, Cloughcor 202 198 188 189 199 

 
Historical Intakes at Schools in the Strabane Area 

 

School School Name 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 
Approved 
Admission 

2036703 St Catherine’s PS, Strabane - - - - 66 58 

2036696 St Mary’s PS, Strabane - - 86 83 90 86 

2032683 
St Joseph’s PS, 

Glenmornan 
2 8 7 3 4 10 

2036459 St Theresa’s PS, Sion Mills 14 17 22 12 13 24 

2032682 
St Eugene’s PS, Victoria 

Bridge 
7 10 7 6 11 14 

2036095 St Mary’s PS, Cloughcor 29 27 24 28 31 28 
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Alternative Provision for Evish PS – BT82 8NF   

Ref No School Postcode Distance* 

in miles  

Enrolment 

October 2014 

Physical 

Capacity 

Unfilled 

Places 

2036703 St Catherine’s PS, Strabane** BT82 8HE 3.2 422 406 16 

2036696 St Mary’s PS, Strabane** BT82 9EF 4.2 598 600 -2 

2032683 St Joseph’s PS, Glenmornan BT82 0ER 4.5 33 72 -39 

2036459 St Theresa’s PS, Sion Mills BT82 9NZ 6.5 119 165 -46 

2032682 
St Eugene’s PS, Victoria 

Bridge 
BT82 9JH 7.2 57 97 -40 

2036095 St Mary’s PS, Cloughcor BT82 0BE 7.9 202 197 5 

Road distance as per Google Maps    * New schools from amalgamations 

Distances pupils would have to travel to their nearest Maintained School if Evish PS 

closed 

Ref no  School 
Pupil  

location 
Pupil  

   location 
Pupil  

 location  
Pupil  

location 
Pupil  

location 

  

0-0.99 
miles 

1-1.99 
miles 

2-2.99 
miles 3+ miles Total 

2036703 St Catherine’s 14 6 20 3 43 

2036696 St Mary’s, Strabane  16 4 10 13 43 

2032683 St Joseph’s  0 5 15 23 43 

Road distance as per Google Maps     

Financial details 

DP 424 – Closure of Evish Primary School (DE Ref 203-2702) 
 
As this proposed school closure falls under the terms of the School Reorganisation 
Agreement for Schools (SRAS), any extra salary costs of redeployed teachers protected 
by the Agreement will have to be met from Education Authority (EA) Centre Funds.   
 
Financial arrangements for closing schools are set out in Annex D of the Common Funding 
Scheme (the most recent available version is for 2014/15), on pages 81-85: 
 
https://www.deni.gov.uk/publications/common-funding-scheme-2014-2015 
 
Any closing surplus will be transferred to EA Centre Contingency Funds; any closing deficit 
will be paid off in full from EA Centre Funds. 
  
Evish PS  – Budget Details 
 
Evish Primary School held a cumulative budget deficit of -£773, or -0.31% of available 
delegated resources, at March 2015.  At July 2015, the Education Authority considered the 
school’s financial plans unacceptable, with forecasts of an irrecoverable deficit.  The EA’s 
narrative for Evish PS stated that its enrolment was projected to decrease by 11 pupils 
(26%) from 43 pupils to 32 over the next three years and that the school planned to reduce 
the current teaching complement of 3.20 FTE to 2.20 FTE at September 2016.  The 
forecast position at March 2018 was a deficit of -£25,160, or -£16.18% of available 

https://www.deni.gov.uk/publications/common-funding-scheme-2014-2015
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delegated resources.  The most recent available projection, from the Education Authority 
Monthly Expenditure Monitoring Report (MEMR) for September 2015, is a deficit of 
-£23,081 at March 2016. 
 
2015/16 Nursery/Primary Funding Formula Allocation Data for Evish PS 
 
Per capita budget (including transitional funding): 
 

£4,824 

EA Western Region average per capita budget for a Primary School 
(including transitional funding): 
 

£3,181 

Small Schools’ Support allocation: 
 

£42,008 

Access to alternative provision 

St Catherine’s PS (203-6703) had a Temporary Variation (TV) approved to its enrolment 
number for 2015/16 to 419* (against an approved number of 406), however it did not reach 
its approved admissions number of 58 for 2015/16.  St Mary’s PS (203-6696) received TV 
approval to increase its approved admission and enrolment numbers for 2015/16 from 
86/600 to 97/606*.  In the event of Evish PS closing, the Department will consider granting 
TVs to facilitate the affected children transferring to other schools in the area.   

However, no advance guarantee of approval can be provided as the Department will 
consider what other provision is available in an area at the point of application.  The 
Department will approve a TV to a school's numbers for children who otherwise do not 
have a primary school of the same type, with places, available to them within a reasonable 
distance of the child’s home address.  Reasonable distance is defined as a distance of 
approximately two miles.   

Any TV request made can only be considered from the requesting school (not from a 
parent/s) and a TV is granted on the condition that no additional accommodation will be 
involved. 

*Figures quoted do not take account of any statemented pupils and pupils admitted on 
appeal to Year 1 who remain over and above this number. 

Key Stage Outcomes 
 

 The school did not submit Key Stage data for 2013/14. 
 

 However, previous years’ data shows that for pupil outcomes at Key Stage 2 the 
school has been performing consistently above the NI average. The most recent data 
available is for the 2012/13 school year: 

 
 In 2012/13, all of the pupils (7 pupils) attained L4 or above at KS2 in 

Communication (English).  
 

 In 2012/13, all of the pupils (7 pupils) attained L4 or above at KS2 in Using 
Maths.  

 
Enrolment  
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Evish PS is a small rural primary school that has the capacity to accommodate 69 pupils (per 
Case for Change paper – May 2015). The school’s enrolment has been low for a number of 
years ranging between 52 pupils in 2010/11 to 43 pupils in 2014/15.  Only 4 pupils were 
enrolled in Year 1 in 2014/15. 
 
Educational Impact  
 
The Case for Change Paper (Section 7) details how the children currently attending Evish PS 
would benefit from being taught in a larger school (such as St Catherine’s PS, Strabane – 
enrolment 422 in 2014/15), should the DP be approved. In terms of educational impact, 
CQSD is content that the CCMS has identified the key benefits that would be realised from 
this school closure. 
 
CCMS advise that the nearest school for a majority of the pupils attending Evish PS would be 
either St Catherine’s PS or St Mary’s PS, Strabane.  Both are large primary schools (St 
Catherine’s enrolment 422 in 2014/15; St Mary’s enrolment 598 in 2014/15) compared to 
Evish PS. If the proposal is approved, the pastoral care of those pupils transferring to either 
of these schools should be a priority.   
 
Neighbouring Schools 
 

Apart from St Catherine’s PS, the neighbouring primary schools situated within a 5 mile 
radius of Evish PS have all been inspected by the ETI within the last 4 academic years 
and they are all providing at least a ‘good’ quality of education for their pupils: 
 

SCHOOL DATE OF 
INSPECTION 

OUTCOME 

St Eugene’s PS, Victoria Bridge October 2014 Very Good 

St Joseph’s PS, Glenmornan June 2012 Good 

St Mary’s PS. Strabane January 2014 Very Good 

St Mary’s PS, Cloughcor May 2015 Good 

St Therese’s PS, Glebe June 2013 Good 

 
There is a need to provide sustainable primary school provision in the area that meets the 
needs of the pupils and will provide them with a good quality education and a suitable 
breadth of curricular provision. There appears to be sufficient surplus capacity amongst the 
neighbouring schools to accommodate pupils transferring from Evish PS and those 
neighbouring schools that have been inspected in recent years are all providing at least a 
‘good’ quality of education for their pupils. 
 

CCMS comment re SEN pupils 

In relation to the recent DP query from DE in respect of Evish Primary School, I can 
confirm that the Principal and I discussed in detail the likely intentions of the children of 
Evish in terms of their choice of school in the event of closure.  During that discussion, the 
needs of SEN children were highlighted. 
 
In a more recent conversation, she confirmed that the following procedures would be put in 
place for children on the SEN register Stages 1- 4: 
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 Arrangements for transfer will be discussed in detail with each child’s parents 

 The children’s records relating to all interventions, including those of outside 
agencies, will be updated in preparation for transfer to their chosen school 

 There will be close coordination between Evish PS and the SEN department of the 
receiving school 

 Arrangements will be made to allow parents and children to visit  the receiving 
school during the summer term 2016 
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Appendix D 
Education and Training Inspectorate comment 

EDUCATIONAL PROVISION  
Evish Primary School was previously inspected April 2008 and evaluated as 
very good. The key references within the short inspection report are as follows:  

 
The arrangements for the inspection of pastoral care and child protection included 
the opportunity for the parents and the teaching staff to complete a confidential 
questionnaire prior to the inspection. All of the parental questionnaires and written 
comments indicated very high levels of satisfaction with all aspects of school life; 
reference was made to the quality and range of the children’s experiences, the 
dedication of the staff, and the caring and supportive atmosphere of the school. In 
addition, the inspectors met with individual and small groups of parents and 
governors; all expressed strong appreciation for the work of the school. The 
teachers’ responses and written comments were wholly positive. The inspectors also 
met with a group of year 6 children; they reported that they feel safe and happy in 
school and know what to do in the event of a concern.  
 
The quality of the arrangements for pastoral care and child protection in the school is 
excellent. The school has procedures in place which implement fully the guidance 
outlined in the relevant DE circulars. The governors, staff, parents and children are 
fully aware of the school’s procedures and have had the opportunity to contribute to 
a range of effective policies which guide the work of the school. Among the strengths 
are the range of strategies employed to raise the self-esteem and confidence of the 
children, the contribution of the support staff, and the school’s overall commitment to 
promoting the health and well-being of the children.  
 
The strengths of the school include:  

 the caring and supportive atmosphere, characterised by the excellent 
relationships at all levels and the exemplary behaviour of the children;  

 

 the hard-working and committed teachers, their detailed planning for learning, 
and the quality of the teaching observed, which was consistently good and, on 
occasions, excellent;  

 

 the children’s positive attitude to their learning and the good standards they 
attain in their work;  

 

 the culture and commitment to continuous school improvement through a 
process of self-evaluation;  

 

 the dedication, vision and very effective leadership of the Principal; and  
 

 the very high level of parent, governor and community support for the school.  
 
In the areas inspected, the quality of education provided in this school is very good. 
The educational and pastoral needs of the children are being very well met. The 
parents and local community can have confidence in the school’s capacity for 
sustained self-improvement.   
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No follow-up inspection is required.  
It will be important that the employing authority, school governors and the staff plan 
for, and manage, issues related to the sustainability of the school provision and 
school budget, in order to address the current and future needs of the children and 
the staff. 
 
Source: ETI Inspection report of Evish Primary School (203-2702)  April 2008  

ETI KNOWLEDGE  

    
The ETI indicated in the April 2008 report,   the need for the employing authority, 
school governors and the staff plan for, and manage, issues related to the 
sustainability of the school provision and school budget, in order to address the 
current and future needs of the children and the staff.  At the time of the 2008 
inspection, 63 children were enrolled in the school.  By 2014-15, there were 43 
children enrolled in the school. 
 

The ETI has no further district knowledge of Evish Primary School. 
CONCLUSION 

 
The ETI has little recent inspection evidence/district inspector knowledge on Evish 
PS.  However, on the basis of the information currently available to ETI, it has no 
concerns to raise about this proposal. 
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Appendix E 
Annual Area Profile 

 

 


