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Youth Justice Agency Stakeholder Newsletter

YJA Volunteers Praised By 

Justice Minister 
Justice Minister Claire Sugden has paid tribute to volunteers who 
work closely with the Youth Justice Agency. At a reception held in 
Lisburn, the Minister presented certificates to volunteers from 
right across Northern Ireland and acknowledged the valuable role 
they play in helping divert young people from crime.   

The overall winner of The Ross McCartney Award was Andy 
Patton.  

Claire Sugden said: “Volunteers are positive role models for 
young people, assisting them in making good choices about their 
lives and diverting them from crime.  They can really help young 
people develop the skills and maturity they need as they move 
towards adulthood.” See here for more details. 

Andy Patton receiving his award from the Justice Minister with Mr and Mrs McCartney

YJA YouTube Channel Launches 

Our new YouTube Channel is now available for viewing video clips about the services we deliver to 
young people, their families and carers, to victims and and to the community in general. Educational 
DVDs available within the channel include "No Harm Done?", recently launched by ourselves and 
"One Punch Can Kill" and "Without Consent it is Rape", both produced in conjunction with the 
PSNI. Visit the Youth Justice Agency NI channel for more details.

Making communities safer by helping children to stop offending

Parents 
Support Group 
Our Belfast Parents' Support 
Group led by Jacqui Downey and 
Andrew Bailie continues to work 
with parents and carers of 
children who are in contact with 
the YJA.  

The group meet weekly to 
p ro v i d e o p p o rt u n i t i e s f o r 
discussion and to empower 
families to be active partners in 
helping their young person to 
stop offending.  

Training for parents is identified 
by the parents themselves and 
over the summer the training will 
focus on managing challenging 
behaviour, drugs information 
and overdose response training.  

A Parents' Day and a Parents' 
Evening have also been hosted 
by Woodlands, with families 
being able to see around the 
centre and visit their child.  

Woodlands have also hosted a 
First Aid course for parents and 
family members recently.

https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/news/justice-minister-praises-youth-justice-agency-volunteers
http://www.dojni.gov.uk
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCr4a_fI5yG57yNpuSxBfMdA?
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCr4a_fI5yG57yNpuSxBfMdA?
https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/news/justice-minister-praises-youth-justice-agency-volunteers
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YJA Working with 
Community Partners 
‘No harm done?’ - an innovative short film aimed at 

educating young people on the impact peer 

pressure can have on the choices they make and the 

often unintended consequences of their actions and 

behaviours – was launched at an event in Belfast City 

Hall at the end of June 2016. Funded by the Belfast 

Policing and Community Safety Partnership (PCSP), 

the DVD has been produced by the Youth Justice 

Agency and Extra Family Productions with assistance 

from the PSNI. The film uses an opportunistic but 

realistic house burglary scenario to demonstrate how, 

for some teenagers, peer pressure may result in a 

series of events with unintended consequences. In such situations, young people may make uninformed and 

unsafe choices which in turn can have a dramatic impact upon their lives and futures. The film can be viewed 

via our YouTube Channel - "Youth Justice Agency NI". 

One Punch Can Kill - Our Western Area team are currently facilitating a ‘One Punch Can Kill’ presentation 

aimed at 16 year-olds in schools, alternative education and community groups. The presentation explores the 

consequences of a one punch action through discussion and the use of a specially commissioned DVD, and 

the young people are encouraged to debate and learn from the issues highlighted. If you feel that young 

people in your school or group may benefit from this presentation,  contact our Western Area team on  028 

7127 7127 8070 to discuss the possibility of hosting it.

Fundraising for Children's Hospice 
The Youth Justice Agency held a series of coffee mornings in early June 
to coincide with Children’s Hospice Week and raise funds for the NI 
Children’s Hospice, our designated 2016-17 Agency Charity Partner. 
Local events held in our Belfast, Foyle, Omagh, Newtownards and 
Banbridge premises were well supported by our staff, young people and 
local stakeholders – and raised a total of £526.51. Our Northern area 
team subsequently organised a sponsored walk which raised a fantastic 
£460. Well-deserved thanks go to everyone involved!

Other fundraising events are being planned throughout the rest of the 
year.

Shared 
Reading 
Project In 
Woodlands 
The Reader is an organisation with 

experience of working with hard to 

reach individuals using "Shared 

Reading" as a means to improve 

literacy, social interaction and increase 

conf idence. A faci l i tator reads 

literature aloud in a group or one to 

one setting and creates a space for 

individuals to share thoughts, feelings 

and experiences. The Reader will be 

engaging with children in Woodlands 

in September.  For more details see 

www.thereader.org. 

Launching the ‘No Harm Done?’ DVD are (L-R) the Youth Justice Agency’s Ben 

Rayot; main actor Peter Heenan; Patricia Muldoon, Youth Justice Agency; Writer 
and Producer Laurence Doherty; Belfast PCSP Chair Cllr Matt Garrett; and Policing 

Board Vice Chair Debbie Watters.

The Eastern Area Team providing "Bacon Butties" for staff 
and  stakeholders at their event in Newtownards. 

http://www.thereader.org
http://www.dojni.gov.uk
http://www.thereader.org

