
 

April 2018 - June 2018 

 

 Key points 
 
 CDI reports for hospital inpatients aged 65 years and over decreased by 7% (from 67 to 62 

episodes) during April - June 2018 compared to January - March 2018. 

 

 CDI rate per 1,000 bed days decreased by 1% April - June 2018 compared to January - March 

2018. 

 

 CDI reports for community patients aged 65 years and over increased by 67% (from 30 to 50 

episodes) during April - June 2018 compared to January - March 2018.  

 

 Total CDI reports, for hospital inpatients and community patients combined, aged two years and 

over, increased by 20% during April - June 2018 compared to January - March 2018 (from 119 to 

143 episodes).  

 

 CDI reports for hospital inpatients aged 65 years and over increased by 11% between the 2016/17 

and 2017/18 financial years. 

 

 During April - June 2018 the most prevalent ribotypes for CDI inpatients are 002 (24%), 078 (9%), 

014 (7%) and 005 (5%), 020 (5%) and 106 (5%) (Table 1) and in the community are 002 (14%), 

078 (14%), 011 (7%), 014 (7%), 015 (7%) and 023 (7%) (Table 2).   

 
For further information or clarification on HCAI definitions, please refer to previous 

reports or contact hcaini@hscni.net 
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Surveillance of C. difficile infection (CDI) 

 

 

Figure 1: Total CDI episodes, inpatient and community, in Northern Ireland, by quarter  

(patients ≥ 65 years), between 2005 and 2018 

 

 

 

Figure 2a: Total CDI inpatient episodes in Northern Ireland, by quarter (patients ≥ 65 years), 

between 2005 and 2018 
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Figure 2b: Total CDI inpatient episodes in Northern Ireland, by quarter (patients ≥ 65 years), 

between 2008 and 2018 
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Statistical process control (SPC) charts 

 

 SPC charts allow a distinction to be made between natural variation and ‘special cause variation’, 

where something unusual may be occurring. Trends in CDI rates since July 2005 are shown for 

each HSCT in appendix B. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Statistical process control chart for quarterly C. difficile rates among inpatients in 

Northern Ireland aged 65 years and over (for HSCT level, see appendix B) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 4 

Results from the NI Ribotype Surveillance Programme 

 

Table 1: A summary of C. difficile ribotypes in Hospital Inpatients aged 2 years and over, and 

the percentage of each against the overall total, in Northern Ireland during routine surveillance, 

April 2017 – June 2018. 

 

 

Table 2: A summary of C. difficile ribotypes in Community
 
Patients aged 2 years and over, and 

the percentage of each against the overall total, in Northern Ireland during routine surveillance, 

April 2017 – June 2018. 
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* Figures are provisional   

** ‘Not groupable’ ribotypes do not match existing profiles  

*** ‘Not isolated’ indicates isolates that have no ribotype information supplied, with at least six weeks since the 

date of the specimen.  Note: 1 CDI record in Oct-Dec 2017 was not tested and classified as Not isolated. 

 

 

Table 3: Descriptive data for C. difficile ribotypes 002, 078 and 014 in Northern Ireland Hospital 

Inpatients and Community Patients, April - June 2018. 

 

 

 

 
* Community specimens include those taken from Accident and Emergency, Outpatients, GPs, Hospice, Care 

Homes, Hospital Care at Home and Psychiatric facilities.
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Figure 4: Quarterly rates of C. difficile among inpatients aged 65 years and over, by HSCT, January 2017 – June 2018, compared with annual 

Northern Ireland and HSCT rates for 2017 
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Figure 5: C. difficile rates during April - June 2018 - Inpatients aged 65 years and over, by hospital, including HSCT rates and average rate for 

Northern Ireland (see appendix A, Table 4) 
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Figure 6: C. difficile rates during April - June 2018 - Inpatients aged two years and over, by hospital, including HSCT rates and average rate for 

Northern Ireland (see appendix A, Table 5) 
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Appendix A 
 

Table 4: Quarterly rate of C. difficile reports in patients aged 65 years and over, by hospital,  
July 2017 – June 2018 
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Appendix A 

 
Table 6: Quarterly rate of C. difficile reports in patients aged two years and over, by hospital,  
July 2017 – June 2018 
 

 
 
Table 7: Quarterly episodes of C. difficile episodes in patients aged 2 years and over, by Trust 
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Appendix B 

Trends in C. difficile rates in inpatients aged 65 years and over, by HSCT and quarter, 2005 – 2018 
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Appendix C 

 
Table 8: C. difficile reports among inpatients in Northern Ireland aged 65 years and over, by financial year and HSCT        

    

        

 

 

 


