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What’s New? 
 

 

New Department 
 

Since our last newsletter in January, the reorganisation of Government 
Departments has taken place. The Marine Plan Team is now part of the 
Marine & Fisheries Division of the Department of Agriculture, Environment and 
Rural Affairs (DAERA), which came into being on the 8th May 2016. DAERA is 
now the Marine Plan Authority in Northern Ireland.   
 

 
 

More information on the restructuring can be found at: 
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/changes-government-department 

 
 

 

 

New Email Address 
 

The Departmental changes also mean that the Marine Plan Team has a new 
email contact: 
 

                      marineplanteam@daera-ni.gov.uk     
 
 

 

 

Change to Public Consultation Period 
 

There has also been a recent change 
to the length of time allowed for public 
consultation on Government 
documents, initiatives or policy. The 
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timeframe has been reduced from 12 
weeks to a maximum eight week 
consultation period. This is an 
Executive target, flowing from ‘A Fresh 
Start’ - Clause 65, Engagement and 
Consultation, Stormont House 
Agreement. The Marine Plan Team 
will take account of this change for the 
forthcoming public consultation on the 
draft Marine Plan.   

 
 

What’s Happening? 
 

 

Marine Plan Update 
 
Consultants (AECOM Ltd) are currently carrying out a Sustainability Appraisal 
and HRA Screening of the draft Marine Plan. Only when a favourable outcome 
has been received, can the formal process to initiate a public consultation on 
the draft Marine Plan begin. At the moment, it is hoped that the public 
consultation will take place late 2016, although this timeframe is dependent on 
securing the necessary approvals. 
 

What have we been doing? 
 

 

 

 
Meetings and Events 
 
In recent months, the Marine Plan Team has been out and about, attending a 
number of presentations and events ahead of publication of the Marine Plan. 
In the early part of the year, the team delivered presentations on marine 
planning to several councils around the coast, highlighting their role as 
decision makers in the marine area. 
 
Members of the team also attended conferences and workshops related to 
Marine Spatial Planning these included a workshop at Ulster University 
Belfast, discussing the creation of a leaflet to assist marine stakeholders in 



responding to the forthcoming draft Marine Plan consultation and also a 
conference at Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT) Dublin, on developing an 
Integrated Policy Framework for Maritime Spatial Planning in Ireland.  
 
Some members of the team attended the Rathlin Maritime Festival, engaging 
with the public and marine stakeholders over a lovely sunny weekend in June.  
 
Lastly, three members of the Marine Plan Team successfully completed a 
post-graduate module in Marine Spatial Planning at Ulster University, earlier 
this year. 
 

What are we going to do? 
 

 
Public Consultation 
 

The Marine Plan team has been considering how we can best engage with 
marine stakeholders during the upcoming public consultation period. 
Resources are limited, both in terms of staff and funding. An engagement plan 
has been drawn up that includes some  public events in locations around the 
coast but also more innovative ways of reaching out to marine stakeholders, 
such as through social media, email and the online survey tool, Survey 
Monkey. We also plan to deliver a number of online seminars, known as 
Webinars, during the public consultation period. Stakeholders will be given the 
opportunity to sign up to take part in the webinars, which may include a facility 
to ask questions off the speaker. 
 

Contact us  
 

 
marineplanteam@daera-ni.gov.uk 

 

with any suggestions you may have on how we can engage effectively with 
marine stakeholders during the public consultation period. 
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If you wish to be removed from the Marine Stakeholder Database please contact 
us at the email address above.  
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